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by Brenda Matherly

In several of our LINK articles and
Local Government presentations,
we’ve talked about the fact that
property taxes contribute the primary portion of revenue generated to
fund local units of government. And,
as property owners, we may feel that
it’s our property tax dollars funding
100 percent of local government services. However, there are other revenue sources adding to the till. The
Personal Property Replacement Tax
(PPRT) is one of those.
To keep things in perspective, property taxes are still a large contributor to local government revenue.
According to the Illinois Comptroller’s Office, for all units of local
Government, property taxes contrib-

ute, in general, over 30%, where the
PPRT only contributes about two percent of the annual revenue.
The PPRT is a tax collected from corporations, partnerships, and other
business entities and paid to local
units of governments across the
state. As the name suggests, it was
put in place to replace money lost
by local units of government when
business personal property taxes
were eliminated by the 1970 Illinois
Constitution.
Prior to the mid to late 1970s, Illinois
imposed a personal property tax on
both individually-owned and business
-owned property. That changed for
business property in 1977 (1976 for
Cook County) when the Illinois Constitution directed the legislature to
(See PPRT on page 7)

Did You Know…?

April 9

is the
Annual Town
Meeting

Local Government Revenue
From the Comptroller’s Fiscal Responsibility Report Card 2017
by Kevin Rund

even fiscal years.

The Illinois Comptroller’s Office generates an annual report of local government finances for units of government in Illinois, referred to here as
the Report Card. That’s no small
feat considering that local governmental units in Illinois—other than
schools—are not bound by any uniformity in budgeting, accounting or

Still, the Comptroller manages to aggregate data from more than 5200
local governments, representing financial information for more than
6,700 primary and component units
of government. School districts,
community colleges and entities that
do not collect property tax—such as
(See Revenue on page 8)
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have successfully completed the program that focuses
on local government awareness and involvement.

How time flies! April will mark the graduation of our
fourth class of Think LINK participants.
Congrats to:


Hailey Weyhrich, Knox County Farm Bureau®



Victoria Wax, Kendall-Grundy County Farm
Bureau®



Anna Emm, Stark County Farm Bureau®



Ashley Beutke, Mason & Menard County Farm
Bureaus®

Think LINK targets relatively new county Farm Bureau
managers and is intended to raise their awareness,
understanding and comfort level with local government—and ultimately their involvement. To help
achieve these goals, Illinois Farm Bureau® staff spends
a year working with the participants. Much of that
time is spent in the county with learning exercises
aimed at producing results that have practical application.
To showcase their participation, our Think LINK managers wrote an article on a local government topic of
interest to them. Those articles are included in this
issue of LINK.
Make sure to congratulate each of these managers on
a job well done!

Each of these managers did an outstanding job and

LINK

Property Tax Definitions
to understand what taxing districts and other tax-related terms
are. Let’s look into what some of
Benjamin Franklin said in a letter the terms I just mentioned mean:
written to Jean-Baptiste Le Roy
Assessed Value: A dollar amount
in 1789, that “Our new Constitu- placed on real property based on
tion is now established, every33 1/3% of that property’s marthing seems to promise it will be ket value, income earning potendurable; but, in this world, noth- tial or cost of construction. That
ing can be said to be certain, ex- value determines how the tax
cept death and taxes.” Even
burden will be distributed among
then, Ben Franklin knew what
the taxpayers.
was to come for every human.
Property Tax: This is a type of
Taxes can be a burdensome topic tax that is collected based on the
and vary across the cities, coun- assessed value of real, permaties, and state. While there are
nent property. This tax is calcudifferent types of taxes, property lated by a two year-process that
taxes affect residents locally and is imposed by local governments
are not used to fund state govand administered by local offiernment; rather, they are the
cials.
primary revenue source for local
Taxing Districts: Taxing districts
units of government. Property
taxes are levied against real, per- are local units of government.
manent property, paid by proper- They are split into different categories; general, school, and spety owners, and spent by local
units of government that provide cial. General purpose districts
differ from special purpose; they
local services to residents. To
figure out what services property include county, municipality, and
taxes go towards, it is important township. Special purpose disby Hailey Weyhrich, Manager
Knox County Farm Bureau®

tricts provide a single service
such as the library, mosquito
abatement, water service, and
many more. According to the
United States Census of Governments, in 2012, there were a total of 6,964 taxing districts in Illinois.
Property Tax Levy: This phrase
refers to the amount of property
tax dollars a taxing district asks
for in the upcoming fiscal year.
In addition to those property taxes, taxing districts also rely on
sales tax, grants, fees, and more
to complete their budgets. This
property tax amount is levied, or
calculated, against the assessed
value of all the real, permanent
property within the district’s
boundaries.
Property Tax Rate: A tax rate is
the amount of tax, shown in the
form of a percentage, to be paid
by individual property owners
after the levied amount has been
divided by the amount of all taxable property within the district.
(See Definitions on page 6)

Think LINK

Enhanced
9-1-1
by Anna Emm, Manager
Stark County Farm Bureau®

Many rural counties rely heavily
on volunteer ambulances and
fire departments, but how can
they locate the scene of the
accident from a land-line
phone? To help assist these
brave volunteers, the State
government has passed a law
requiring counties to have Enhanced 9-1-1 (E 9-1-1), which
provides more precise information about the caller's location.
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Comprehensive Plan
ty. Creating a Comprehensive
Plan provides an opportunity to
do just that and provides a bluePlanning for the future is a fact print for how a community or
of life. Whether it is in life or in region should grow in the fucounty government, having a
ture.
plan can help guide the future.
When a county begins to see its These plans are long-range and
typically look 20 to 30 years into
population grow, commercial
the future for the area addevelopment increase, or see
dressed using data and studies.
either of these factors shift, it
may be time to consider a plan The final document itself is
composed of many parts. Data is
to help shape the direction in
the development of your coun- collected on the demographics
of the area and this data is used
by Victoria Wax Manager
Kendall-Grundy County Farm Bureaus®

In 2015, Illinois put legislation
into effect for all counties in
the state to have an E 9-1-1
system. The new law also established a statewide, uniform
surcharge of 87 cents per line,
per month, on both land-line
and wireless phones.
For counties who didn’t already
have an E 9-1-1 system prior to
the passage of this legislation,
they would have a limited time
to come up with a plan for updating their systems. The State
said they would pay the network fees, which are now paid
by 9-1-1 systems to the phone
companies.
Due to the new state-enforced,
uniform surcharge, a referendum will no longer be allowed
to change the local 9-1-1 surcharge on land lines. In the
future, it is likely that any such
change will be made by the
General Assembly.
Counties may be eligible for
grants to consolidate 9-1-1 dispatch services or to implement
next-generation 9-1-1 technology that would provide improved
(See 9-1-1on page 6)

(See Plan on page 5)

Effects of an Aging
Population
by Ashley Beutke, Manager
Mason & Menard County Farm Bureaus®

Many small-town communities
are seeing a rise in the percentage of their population aged 65
and over and a decrease in citizens 18 and under. Let’s look at
why, then study how that impacts local government in these
areas.

often their answer is simply, to
be closer to conveniences and
social environments. Another
common explanation is that people are waiting until later in life
to start families. Will we see a
shift over the next several years
of them moving back to Small
Town, USA?

In the meantime, let’s take a
look at what is happening in
small communities. First and
According to an article from the foremost, in many cases, school
Philly Voice, twenty-three out of enrollment is declining. With
twenty-five of America’s largest this decline it becomes more and
cities are seeing growth in colmore difficult to attract and
lege-educated adults under 45
(See Aging on page 6)
years of age. When asked why,
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Assessment adjustments

Dealing with debasements for property in a drainage district
by: Brenda Matherly

While traveling around the state,
I’m often asked if cropland, under a drainage district assessment, should be receiving an adjustment on the assessed value of
that property. The more I’m
asked, the more it’s apparent to
me that many farmers are not
aware of this adjustment practice. In short, the easy answer is
yes. It gets more complicated
after that. So, in this article, I’ll
speak directly to
those
farmers
who have
cropland
impacted
by drainage district assessments.
Statutory
language
(35 ILCS
200/10125) does
call for
this adjustment,
referred
to in statute as a debasement. By
law, the assessed value of
cropland, on which the property
owner is paying a drainage assessment, should be have a debased value reflecting annual
payments to the drainage district. While the law requires this
debasement, it does not provide
for a process, or formula, to determine the adjusted value. Recognizing this, the Illinois Department of Revenue (IDOR) provides
county assessing officials with
instructions on how to determine
the debased value. This infor-

mation is provided in IDOR’s published property assessment guidelines titled: Publication 122: Instructions for Farmland Assessment. For a copy of this publication click on IDOR’s website
at: https://www2.illinois.gov/
rev/research/publications/pubs/
Documents/Pub-122.pdf
According to IDOR’s Publication
122, “The assessed value of farmland acreage that is subject to a
drainage district assessment must year average of per acre drainage
district assessments when making
this adjustment.
To help
illustrate
how the
formula is
applied, I
have included a
sample 80acre parcel
located
wholly
within a
drainage
district:
In this example, the
80-acre parcel started with an
be adjusted.” Under these
unadjusted assessed value of
guidelines, IDOR instructs Chief
$22,530. Calculating drainage
County Assessment Officers
district assessments and adjust(CCAO) to apply a formula to de- ing the assessed value on that
termine the adjusted value. In
parcel to reflect those landowner
writing, that formula reads like
payments the adjusted assessed
this; “divide the amount equal to value of that parcel becomes
33 1/3 percent of the per acre
$15,820.
drainage district assessment by
In order to receive this debasethe five-year Federal Land Bank
ment, the landowner has some
mortgage interest rate for that
responsibility. In most cases, the
assessment year. Subtract the
result from the assessed.” Since CCAO is not going to know what
drainage district assessments may property is located in a drainage
district and subject to annual asvary greatly from year to year,
IDOR also advises using a five(See Assessment on page 9)
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Notice is Hereby Given

Annual Town Meeting to Take place Tuesday, April 9
the township) are eligible to
vote on questions put before the
Notices will be appearing soon
assembly. All questions on moon bulletin boards, light poles,
town hall doors and in store win- tions are determined by a majordows. It can also show up in lo- ity of the electors present and
voting. A call for a "division of
cal newspapers. It heralds the
coming of a form of true democ- the house" may be made.
racy still functioning in 20 states A moderator, elected from
in this nation.
among all electors at the meeting, presides over the meeting
In Illinois, every township must
hold an Annual Town Meeting on making announcements of the
the second Tuesday of April. It business, preserving order, and
deciding all questions of order.
should be held after 6:00 p.m.
The moderator has the same
(unless the electors fix some
power as an election judge.
other time) at a place in the
township picked by the township At the Annual Town Meeting,
board.
township trustees and the townNotification of the meeting is to ship supervisor hold no capacity
or authority beyond that of other
be given by the town clerk by
posting written or printed notic- electors attending the meeting.
Of the elected officials, only the
es in three of the most public
township clerk has an official
places in the town at least 10
days before the meeting, and if capacity, the responsibility to
record the proceedings of the
there is an English language
meeting.
newspaper published in the
town, by at least one publication After a moderator has been
in that newspaper, before the
elected the meeting will proceed
meeting.
to hear and consider reports of
While anyone is welcome to at- officers, and decide on such
measures as may, in pursuance
tend these meetings, only the
of law, come before the meetelectors of the township
ing; and especially to consider
(persons registered to vote in
by: Kirby Wagner

and decide items presented on
the agenda.
The powers that may be exercised by voters at the Annual
Town Meeting are extensive and
include tax rate increases and
disposition of property. For a
complete list of those powers,
refer to the Township Code. For
most of these decisions, prior
public notice is required before
action can be taken.
Some townships will find that
their Annual Town Meeting does
not last very long and is usually
low in attendance. This apathy
by the voters leaves the elected
township officers to make virtually all decisions affecting township residents.
Although the agendas for some
Annual Town Meetings are not
long, it’s important for residents
to attend to voice concerns and
aid in making decision that impact the township.
Look for the notice to appear,
attend your Annual Town Meeting and participate in this true
form of democracy.
LINK

Plan
(Continued from page 3)

to predict trends such as areas
that may see population growth.
Maps can be included that focus
on areas that currently exist,
such as, agricultural land use,
residential land use, and existing
zoning. This data is then used to
support policies that the county
might follow, goals for the future, and actions that the county
can follow to achieve these

idential areas from commercial
development by laying out a
The plan can provide a wide
guide for what areas of a commurange of recommendations relat- nity are best suited for commering to land use, transportation,
cial development. This can also
parks, open space, agriculture
apply to agricultural land and can
and rural issues, community fahelp protect it from community
cilities, community character and expansion by suggesting alternaidentity, housing and neighbortive locations for development.
hoods, and economic developThese plans can also assist in the
ment.
development of infrastructure by
These plans can help protect res(Continued on page 10)
goals.
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9-1-1
(Continued from page 3)

service.
Also, under the new law, a
statewide 9-1-1 system has been
implemented and falls under the
oversight of the Illinois State Police. The Joint Committee on
Administrative Rules has overseen the implementation of the
regulations. And, the Illinois
Commerce Commission will monitor the statewide 9-1-1 system.
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estimated that the new uniform
surcharge would be an increase
of between $2,500 and $5,000
for a county the size of Stark
monthly.

Many surrounding counties have
been contacted to take on Stark
County as a part of their E 9-1-1
system but fear it would be too
much of a financial risk along
with there being too many unanswered questions. The startup
cost alone for a small county like
Stark would be around $400,000,
Fast forward to 2018, some
which is normally covered by
counties are still struggling to
grants. In addition to the
put E 9-1-1 in their county. Af- startup cost, the yearly operatter doing a bit of research, it
ing cost is close to $345,000.
boils down to one main reason
Stark County would have to find
for not having E 9-1-1, financial. a way to raise those funds.
In the past, Stark County has attempted numerous referenda to As of right now, Stark County is
seeking help from legislation on
help the county get E 9-1-1.
this issue. The county has conThose referenda were voted
tacted numerous politicians for
down by people in the county
help and is now waiting patiently
because of the tax increase.
Now counties are no longer able for responses.
to hold a referendum on this
issue. The new law re-moves the
LINK
local decision in place of the
state mandate to imple-ment E
9-1-1 and the new uni-form
surcharge on all lines. It is

(Continued from page 3)

keep teachers. This drop in enrollment also contributes to a
reduction in funding affecting
teacher salaries and educational resources. As a result, the
dreaded consolidation conversation is always bubbling at the
surface!
Another prominent area of impact on local government associated with age, is the need for
ambulance and EMT services.
That need rises right along with
the age of the citizens. This rise
in age also puts pressure on
providing nursing homes or
home health care options.
As you can see, an aging population can take a toll on local
resources. With fewer resources
in the communities available to
provide services to its older citizens, what happens? One consideration is consolidation of
resources and services. We
might start to see regional fire
departments and EMT services
instead of these serves being
provided in each community.
We might see county-wide nursing homes verses a facility in
(Continued on page 9)

Definitions
stead Exemption, Homestead Improvement Exemption, HomeProperty Tax Exemptions: Exstead Exemption for Persons with
emptions often reduce individual Disabilities, Veterans with Disaproperty taxes by deducting a
bilities, Exemption for Speciallycertain amount from a property’s Adapted Housing, Standard
assessed value, depending on the Homestead Exemption for Vetercircumstances the property own- ans with Disabilities, Homestead
er may qualify for. Many exemp- Improvement Exemption, Natural
tions are available, governed by Disaster Homestead Exemption,
state statue, but are enforced
Returning Veterans’ Homestead
and applied locally by Chief
Exemption, Senior Citizens AsCounty Assessment Officer. A list sessment Freeze Homestead Exof state-regulated exemptions
emption, and Senior Citizens
are as follows; General HomeHomestead Exemption. Proper(Continued from page 2)

ties of religious, charitable, and
educational organizations are also eligible for some property tax
exemptions.
These are just of few of the common terms you’ll hear when talking about property taxes. But,
learning the lingo and better understanding the process just
might shed some light on this
complicated topic.
LINK

Personal Property
 Corporations pay a 2.5 per-

PPRT

cent tax on income.

 Partnerships, trusts, and S

(Continued from page 1)

abolish business personal property taxes.

corporations pay a 1.5 percent tax on income.

Under the same Constitutional
 Public utilities pay a 0.8 perArticle, the individual personal
cent tax on invested capital.
property tax was also abolished.
Those dollars are collected by
(See sidebar for more information on the individual personal the State and put into the PPRT
Fund to be distributed to local
property tax.)
units of government -- including
In that Constitutional directive
schools -- through a distribution
was the requirement that the
formula.
state replace revenue lost by local units of government who had In its basic form, the distribution
formula divides the funds bebeen relying, in part, on local
tween Cook County and the rest
funds generated from business
of the state. Cook County repersonal property taxes.
ceives about 51 percent leaving
The state’s solution to that gap
48 percent to be distributed to
in funding was the passage of a
the remaining counties.
law in 1979 that allowed for a
Since the RPPT was created to
statewide tax to replace the
money lost to local governments replace local government dollars
– known as the Personal Property lost from the loss of the business
personal property tax in 1977,
Replacement Tax.
those units of local government
The PPRT is paid by corporations, created after 1977 (1976 in Cook
partnerships, trusts, S corporaCounty) are not eligible to retions and public utilities. Howev- ceive the replacement tax moner, rather than basing the tax on ey. Those newer districts never
business property, it is based on considered the defunct personal
income at rates provided for in
property tax revenue in their
statute. Under the law:
budgets and therefore did not
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Individual Personal
Property Tax
The individual personal property
tax was abolished in Illinois under the same Constitutional Article that removed the business
personal property tax. While the
Constitution allowed the business personal property tax to
continue for another six years.
The General Assembly was put
on notice that it must do away
with the long-standing individual
personal property tax before January 1, 1971.
have the loss in revenue.
All in all, it’s still fair to say that
the property tax is the primary
revenue source for local units of
government. However, when it
comes to funding local government services, every penny
counts!

All Illinois Local Governments Other Than Schools
and Those That Do Not Collect Property Taxes
FY 2017 Revenue by Source
[5,226 Governments Reporting]

LINK

Revenue
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Revenue
(Continued from page 1)

drainage districts—are excluded.
Township road district finances
are accounted for as part of their
township government.
Though the Report Card covers
both revenue and expenditures,
this article focuses just on the
revenue side of that report.
The base data comes from the
Local Government Division Database, which contains nonaudited, self-reported financial
data from 5,226 units of local
government.
The Report Card
notes: All counties, municipalities, townships,
and special purpose
governments (with
FY 2017 appropriations or expenditures over $7,367)
must file an Annual
Financial Report
[AFR]. Special purpose governments
with appropriations
or expenditures
below $7,367 (124
of them) are exempt from filing an
AFR, but are required to file a
Verification of Appropriation Form.

port Card.

revenue received by these units,
or approximately $9.9 billion.
“Overwhelmingly, property taxes
are used to fund basic governmental operations and services,
such as infrastructure improvement, maintenance, and pensions. Non-home rule municipalities must have explicit statutory
authority to impose property taxes for anything except the general corporate fund.

Local Sales and Use Tax revenue
was reported by 21 counties and
143 municipalities for FY 2017,
totaling over $760.5 million.
That’s down by $6.8 million from
the previous year.

Home rule municipalities can
levy an additional rate in ¼ percent increments. Units without
home rule can impose a sales tax
by referendum. And county governments may impose a county“Local governments with the
fewest taxing tools and programs wide sales tax by referendum for
are more dependent on property public safety.

FY2017 GOVERNMENTAL REVENUE
Government

All Governments †

Number

Total

5,226

$29,894,031,709

97

$3,724,476,737

Municipalities*

1,269

$10,175,163,504

Townships

1,426

$732,887,241
$446,099,027

Counties*

Utility Taxes can be
levied on gross receipts of utilities
which provide electric, gas, water, or
telephone service to
residents. Approximately 725 municipalities imposed a Utility
Tax in FY 2017.

Public Library Districts

363

Park Districts*

345

Fire Protection Districts

831

$1,386,371,497 Other Local Taxes
$769,128,735 include those on the

Special Purpose Districts*

890

$920,837,318 selected goods and

Cook County, City of Chicago, Chicago Park District,
5
$11,739,067,650
RTA, & Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
† All local governmental units except schools and those not collecting
property taxes.
* Individual government type figures do not include Cook County, City of
Chicago, Chicago Park District, Regional Transit Authority or Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District data.

sale or consumption of
services, such as motor fuel, alcohol and
tobacco products, and
taxes on business entities other than public
utilities.

We’ve only just
touched on the content of the ComptrolLOCAL TAXES
ler’s Report Card; the
In Illinois, Local
Source: Fiscal Responsibility Report Card 2017,
full report includes so
Taxes account for
Illinois Comptroller’s Office
much more. Readers
53.3% of All Govare encouraged to reernment Revenue (State and lo- taxes and local taxes than larger view the full report at: https://
cal). Local Taxes consist of reve- units of government with diverse illinoiscomptroller.gov/
revenue sources. Counties and
nue received through locallycomptroller/assets/File/
imposed taxes including: Proper- municipalities rely on property
LocalGovernment/
ty, Local Sales, Utility, and Other taxes for an average of 32.9% of ReportCard2017.pdf
their combined total revenue,
Taxes.
while townships, libraries and
Property Tax is the primary
fire protection districts rely on
LINK
source of income for local govproperty taxes for an average of
ernments. In FY 2017, Property 86.1% of their combined total
Tax accounted for 33.0% of all
revenue”, according to the Re-

Revenue
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FY2017 LOCAL TAXES
Property
Tax

Local Sales
Tax

Utility Tax

† All
Governments

$9,856,659,268

$1,861,714,341

$1,119,252,573

$3,082,775,770

$15,920,401,952

53.3%

Counties*

1,345,053,728

62,758,936

372,296

59,286,005

1,467,470,965

4.9%

Municipalities*

3,016,762,766

643,764,915

514,468,038

571,629,647

4,746,625,366

15.9%

Townships*

597,138,826

0

3,239

1,303,827

598,445,892

2.0%

Public Library
Districts*

416,899,352

0

0

424,881

417,324,233

1.4%

Fire Protection Districts*

641,083,085

0

0

2,408,771

643,491,856

2.2%

Special Purpose Districts*

278,750,868

0

0

10,386,327

289,137,195

1.0%

2,762,769,323

1,155,190,490

604,409,000

2,434,037,222

6,956,406,035

23.3%

Cook/
Chicago**

Other Local
Taxes

Total Local
Taxes

% of Total Revenue

Government
Type

† All local governmental units except schools and those not collecting property taxes.
* Individual government type figures do not include Cook/Chicago units
**Cook County, City of Chicago, Chicago Park District, RTA, and Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
Source: Fiscal Responsibility Report Card 2017, Illinois Comptroller’s Office

Aging

Assessments

(Continued from page 6)

(Continued from page 4)

each town.

What does the future look like
for small communities? According to an article at Forbes.com
written by Tarun Wadha, “we
are witnessing the rise of a
‘freelance economy’.” Companies will no longer require a
person to be in a physical location 9-5. Technology has made
us a remote workforce. As our
younger population starts families, will we see them moving
out of the urban areas and
“back home” where their roots
are and their values line up?
LINK

sessments. It is up to the landowner to notify the CCAO.
Once that notification has
been verified, the CCAO is required to apply the debasement to all cropland acres located in the drainage district.
LINK
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2019 Rural Nurse Practitioner Scholarship Program: Apply Now!
by Brenda Matherly

Applications are now available for
the 2019 rural nurse practitioner
scholarships. This year Illinois
Farm Bureau (IFB) will again offer
five $4000 scholarships to qualified applicants.

the Rural Illinois Medical Student
Assistance Program (RIMSAP).
Applications and information can
be received through your local
county Farm Bureau® and have
also been placed on the RIMSAP
website at www.RIMSAP.com.

Once again, we encourage County
Farm Bureaus to
promote this
program locally.
Applications are
due in the Illinois Farm Bureau office by
May 1, 2019.
For
more
To be eligible for the scholarship,
information,
students must be an Illinois
contact Donna
resident and be a Registered
Nurse accept-ed or enrolled in an Gallivan at
309-557-2350, or
accredited Nurse Practitioner
via e-mail at
Program. Funding is provided by dgallivan@ilfb.org.
The scholarship program, now in
its 27th year, helps encourage and
develop a pool of rural health
practitioners to help meet primary health care needs in rural Illinois. Students who receive scholarships agree to practice for two
years in an approved rural community in Illinois.

Scholarship Time Table
May 1

Applications due

June

Illinois Farm Bureau Nurse Practitioner Scholarship Committee
recommends recipients to the
grant providers

July

Recipients are notified

Sept.

First installment paid to
university

Jan.

Recipient submits a one-page
progress report to Scholarship
Committee

Jan.

Second installment paid to university
Second progress report is submitted to Committee

May

Upon graduation, recipient must submit a
letter to the Scholarship Committee verifying employment in a rural community.
After completion of the two years of service, the recipient must verify he/she has
been employed in a rural community.

Plan
(Continued from page 5)

Counties may encounter some
helping prioritize projects such as
opposition to these plans. Most
road expansions, improvements,
opposition to the process comes
and truck routes.
Counties may look at such plans
during times of significant change
in their county. Kendall County
saw their population dramatically
grow over a 10 year period from
2000 to 2010.
This rapid growth led to a
significant increase in development, both commercial and residential. This growth also led to
necessary improvements to highway infrastructure and county
buildings. One important note to
include is that these plans are
not regulatory and serve only as a
guide for development regulations that may be enacted at a
later time.

from the cost associated with
compiling the final document.
Counties will often bring in individuals who focus on community
planning to help advise the committee through the process, leading to significant costs.
At the end of the day these plans
set the foundation for all land
use decisions, from broad policy
to detailed site design and development. While there is cost involved, the resulting plan can
help a county save in the future
by creating a guide for future
leaders to follow.
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1701 Towanda Avenue
Bloomington, IL 61701
309-557-3207
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