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NLRS LEADERSHIP AND ENGAGEMENT

The NLRS guides Illinois’ efforts to improve 
water quality by reducing nutrient levels in 
our lakes, streams, and rivers. The strategy lays 
out best management practices (BMPs) for 
reducing nutrient loads from point sources (e.g., 
wastewater treatment plants) and non-point 
sources (e.g., agricultural lands), with long-term 
goals of reducing loads of nitrate-nitrogen and 
total phosphorus by 45%, with interim reduction 
goals of 15% nitrate-nitrogen and 25% total 
phosphorus by 2025.

Since its establishment in 2015, IFB has been 
involved in multiple levels of leadership and 
implementation of the NLRS. NLRS development 
and implementation is coordinated by Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA), Illinois 
Department of Agriculture (IDOA), University of 
Illinois Extension (U of I), and a multi-stakeholder 
Policy Working Group with representatives 
from federal and state agencies, agricultural 
organizations, wastewater treatment agencies, 
non-governmental organizations, and industries. 
Members of the Policy Working Group are also 
charged with advising IEPA and IDOA on several 
areas, including implementation practices, 
strategies for promoting BMPs, approaches 
for prioritizing and targeting funding for 
implementation, and others. 

SUBMISSION TO NLRS SCIENCE TEAM

In 2022, IFB revisited previous work to review 
and submit practices that are not yet included 
in the NLRS Science Assessment. In 2021, these 
efforts led to terraces being included as a BMP 
in the NLRS. After additional studies funded by 
the Nutrient Research and Education Council 
(NREC) were completed, IFB resubmitted a 
review of water and sediment control basins 
(i.e., WASCOBs) in early 2022. By fall, the NLRS 
Science Team decided that WASCOBs could be 
included in the NLRS as a BMP that helps trap 
sediment and manage runoff. Now, in addition 
to being known as soil conservation practices, 
WASCOBs will be considered a conservation tool 
that helps reduce phosphorus losses.   

ILLINOIS RIVER WATERSHED  
STUDY GROUP 

IFB plays an active role in several NLRS 
committees. IFB also participates as a member 
of the steering committee of the newly formed 
Illinois River Watershed Study Group (IRWSG). 
The mission of IRWSG is to facilitate improvement 
in long-term water quality in the Illinois River 
watershed, with initial focuses on phosphorus 
loads and eutrophication. IRWSG’s near-term 
goals include monitoring data collection efforts 
and identifying data gaps that may require 
additional research and funding. 

In 2022, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 
released an updated Nutrient Reduction Memorandum, which identified 
new governing principles and strategies to help address nutrient 
runoff. In this memo, USEPA identified primary interests in deepening 
collaborations with agriculture and redoubling of efforts to support 
state-led nutrient reduction plans. These priorities align with IFB’s efforts 
to support the Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy (NLRS) and more 
generally lead in state and federal nutrient reduction initiatives. 

NLRS  
Leadership 
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IFB uses the opportunities to serve on these 
committees and in other leadership efforts to 
directly advocate on behalf of our members as 
well as track progress on NLRS implementation.  

FEDERAL LEVEL NUTRIENT LEADERSHIP

The Agricultural Nutrients Policy Council (ANPC) 
was formed in 2010 to assemble legal, technical, 
and policy expertise on federal issues of utmost 
importance to farming, nutrients, and water 
quality. The mission of the ANPC is to promote 
science-based policies that are cost effective 
and that facilitate the use and management of 
nutrients by the agriculture and forestry sectors 
to produce safe and abundant supplies of food, 
fiber, and fuel, while maintaining and promoting 
water quality.

IFB has been a member of ANPC for several 
years. In 2019, IFB’s Lauren Lurkins was added 
as a Board Member, and then was elected as the 
Council’s President in 2021, a role she continues 
to serve in.

ANPC work in 2022 has included: 

-  Developing a partnership between ANPC 
and the National Association of Clean Water 
Agencies (NACWA). This included executing 
a symposium tied with the Hypoxia Task 
Force meeting to highlight partnerships with 
agriculture, including IFB’s partnership with 
the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago (MWRD) (see pages 10-11). 

-  Representing IFB and ANPC in meetings 
with USEPA Office of Water political and staff 
leadership, as well as the Agricultural Advisor 
to the USEPA Administrator. 

-  Submitting comments to United States 
Department of Agriculture Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS) on 
constructed wetland conservation practice 
standards and the overlap of environmental 
impact of agricultural BMPs for purposes of 
nutrient and climate benefits.

-  Working to identify researchers from Illinois 
and other states to highlight and further study 
the role of streambank erosion in state nutrient 
loss reduction strategies. 

-  Attending the USEPA Clean Water Act 50th 
Anniversary event with Administrator Regan  
and USEPA Office of Water staff. 
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2022 IFB NLRS  
Activity Summary

NLRS engagement has remained a main area 
of focus for IFB. Through a variety of efforts, 
IFB continues to set environmental action as an 
organizational priority, committing the resources 
to make significant progress in many areas.  

In addition to several leadership activities, IFB 
directly contributes to the NLRS with guidance 
and participation from our farmer members and 
County Farm Bureaus (CFBs) across the state. 

IFB’s NLRS efforts can be summed up in four priority areas:

1.  education and outreach to farmers, 
landowners and the general public; 

2.  supporting research of best management 
practices to reduce nutrient loss from 
agricultural fields; 

3.  supporting farmer implementation efforts 
across the state; and 

4.  demonstrating progress toward the long-term 
goals of the NLRS. IFB reports yearly efforts 
to NLRS leadership in order to document our 
progress in these areas. 

6



IN 2022...
SOCIAL MEDIA

Over 20 IFB social media 
posts regarding NLRS and 
environmental stewardship, 
reaching nearly 30,000 people

EXTERNAL MEDIA

91,000,000 
potentially reached 
through external  
sharing of IFB media

RADIO & OTHER MEDIA

Over 75 radio interviews and 
podcast uploads through the 
RFD Radio Network

PRINT MEDIA

16 NLRS-related press releases and media 
advisories to IFB membership and press 
statewide

Over 95 FarmWeekNow.
com and FarmWeek articles 
focusing on nutrient loss 
conservation 1,900 reached through  

IFB presentations and events

12 Nutrient Stewardship 
Field Days with almost  

700 in-person attendees

FIELD DAYS AND OTHER EVENTS

2,800,000  
impressions on  
Google ads with over 

1,200,000  
views and over

10,000 visiting the website to  
learn more

3,600,000  
social media  
impressions, with over  

ILLINOIS FARMERS CONSERVE: MULTI-MEDIA MARKETING CAMPAIGN

1multi-media marketing campaign focused  
on Illinois farmers’ conservation efforts:  

www.ilfarmersconserve.com

2015-2023 IFB COMMITTED OVER  

$2,800,000 to IFB NLRS initiatives

FINANCIALS

6 articles, through a partnership with 
Illinois Press Association, were written 
reaching an additional audience over  

5,750,000

140,000 clicking on 
links to learn more
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Bureau
Bureau CFB began working 
with University of Illinois (U of 
I) to continue collecting water 
samples and other points of 
data. The group also produced 
a publication discussing the 
project to date, as well as goals 
for the future, and will continue 
sharing it with stakeholders. 

Clinton
Clinton CFB continued to 
offer nutrient value manure 
testing, as well as education 
and outreach opportunities. 
Through engagement from 
several partners, the CFB 
hosted two field days and 
produced a data booklet 
focused on several topics 
including cover crops, manure, 
soil health, forage quality, 
economics, and nutrient values. 

Cook
Cook CFB once again helped 
host Fulton CFB farmers and 
others at the MWRD to discuss 
research and other partnership 
opportunities. The CFB also 
took initial steps to support a 
phosphorus research project in 
the county.

Fulton
As part of their ongoing work 
with MWRD, Fulton CFB 
hosted a field day at the Fulton 
county research site. The field 
day drew regulators, elected 
officials, farmers, and others 
to tour the site and learn more 
about the research taking place 
there. 

Greene and Calhoun
With the help of a local 
Certified Crop Adviser 
(CCA), Greene and Calhoun 
CFBs initiated a cover crop 
demonstration project. The 
partners worked together to 
survey area farmers about their 
cover crop practices and will be 
using that feedback to develop 
a plot that is applicable to local 
farming operations. 

Jo Daviess
As part of ongoing education 
and outreach goals, Jo Daviess 
CFB hosted a field day at a 
local producer’s farm. The host 
farmer and numerous partners 
shared updates about on-
farm cover crop and nitrogen 
management research, as 
well as results of surface water 
runoff testing.

In 2022, IFB rolled out a collection of Environmental Stewardship Grants, including the 
Nutrient Stewardship Grant Program, as well as a Pollinator Conservation Grant Program 
(learn more on pages 20-21). 

The Nutrient Stewardship Grant Program is a key component of IFB’s overall NLRS 
implementation efforts. IFB committed $150,000 to 25 CFBs working together on 21 
projects in 2022. Looking forward, 2023 will mark the eighth year of the program, 
with nearly $1,000,000 invested since 2016 to implement over 120 projects.

IFB Nutrient Stewardship  
Grant Program
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Knox
In addition to continuing to 
support the Young Leaders 
cover crop program, Knox 
CFB developed a booklet with 
preliminary results from the 20 
township cover crop plots. The 
CFB also hosted a field day to 
share information about the 
project.  

Lake
Through an active partnership 
with Friends of Catherine 
and Channel Lakes, Lake CFB 
hosted a field day focused 
on a biochar bag installation 
project. The biochar bags were 
distributed by partners to lake 
residents who were interested 
in supporting the project by 
adding the bags to their docks. 

LaSalle
LaSalle CFB once again 
hosted “A Night at the 
Farm”, an event focused 
on educating local elected 
officials on several aspects 
of agriculture, including ag 
technology and water quality. 
The event included numerous 
opportunities to engage with 
elected officials in a casual 
setting.

Marshall-Putnam
As part of an ongoing cover 
crop project, Marshall-Putnam 
FB once again implemented 
a cover crop demonstration 
plot. The FB, along with their 
partners, also hosted a field 
day.

McDonough
After installing a woodchip 
bioreactor through the 
Woodchip Bioreactor 
Partnership, McDonough CFB 
hosted a field day focused on 
educating attendees about the 
practice, including design and 
construction considerations, 
as well as performance of the 
bioreactor to date. 

McHenry
McHenry CFB continued to 
support water quality sampling 
at a woodchip bioreactor 
installed on McHenry County 
Conservation District (MCCD) 
property in 2020. The CFB also 
distributed a fact sheet which 
included preliminary data 
collected from the bioreactor. 

McLean
As part of their ongoing 
support of the Lake 
Bloomington and Evergreen 
Lake Watershed plans, McLean 
CFB hosted a field day at the 
Illinois State University (ISU) 
research farm. The field day 
drew several elected officials 
and agency staff, as well as 
farmers who were interested in 
learning more about watershed 
planning and practices that can 
meet watershed goals. 

Mercer and Knox
These CFBs assisted with 
ongoing Mississippi North 
Central efforts by hosting 
watershed planning meetings. 
The feedback gathered from 
these meetings is being 
incorporated into a watershed 
plan, which will include 
top resource concerns and 
feedback for implementation.  

Piatt and Macon
With the help of partners in the 
Lake Decatur watershed, Piatt 
and Macon CFBs hosted a field 
day focused on water quality 
and conservation efforts taking 
place in the watershed.

Shelby
Shelby CFB hosted a field day 
to educate farmers on U of I 
drainage water management 
(DWM) research taking place 
in the county. Topics covered 
included potential impacts of 
DWM on the watershed-wide 
scale, as well as preliminary 
findings about the long-term 
environmental and agricultural 
benefits of DWM. 

Tazewell, Cass-Morgan,  
and Mason
These CFBs continued to 
collect data and develop a 
multifaceted groundwater 
monitoring project with 
updates to local stakeholders. 

Warren-Henderson
Warren-Henderson FB 
maintained their nitrogen 
management research project 
and collected data from the 
plot.

Washington
Washington CFB once again 
planted cover crop plots in two 
multiple locations and began 
analyzing cash crop yield 
results after planting a cover 
crop. The group also hosted 
a field day and additional 
summer field tour to showcase 
their results with local farmers. 

Wayne
Wayne CFB continued 
to sponsor field trials to 
demonstrate fertilizer efficiency 
and economics of various 
biologicals and nutrient 
enhancers. Their project 
included sharing results at a 
field day and in a data booklet.

To learn more about Nutrient 
Stewardship Field Days,  
visit www.ilfb.org/FieldDays 
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Partnerships with Wastewater 
Treatment Plants

The NLRS is a framework for using science, technology, and 
industry experience to assess and reduce nutrient loss in Illinois 
waters from all sources (i.e., point source and non-point source). 
To help to achieve progress on each of its goals, the NLRS and 
its organizers call for continued collaboration across stakeholder 
groups. As such, IFB has made it a priority to build relationships 
and cooperative efforts with a variety of stakeholders, including 
with wastewater treatment plants across the state and beyond. 

ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION OF WASTEWATER AGENCIES

IFB continued making concerted efforts to develop partnerships 
with the Illinois Association of Wastewater Agencies (IAWA). This 
work began in January 2021 with several presentations about 
areas for future collaboration, as well as conversations with IAWA 
leadership as they developed strategies to meet their Nutrient 
Assessment and Reduction Plans (NARPs). In 2022, IFB staff worked 
with IAWA and numerous consultants to understand the NARP 
process, which could involve watershed groups or other strategies 
that could touch agriculture. IFB also initiated conversations with 
IEPA leadership to request guidance about questions raised by 
these groups. 

METROPOLITAN WATER RECLAMATION DISTRICT OF 
GREATER CHICAGO

IFB has continued to build and strengthen relationships with 
urban wastewater treatment plants as we bridge gaps between 
point sources and nonpoint sources in addressing nutrient 
loss reduction. In 2022, this included several opportunities 
for continued collaborations with MWRD. MWRD is a special-
purpose district responsible for treating wastewater and providing 
stormwater management for the residents and businesses in its 
Chicagoland area. The service area of MWRD encompasses 882.1 
square miles and services approximately 10.35 million people 
each day. In 2022, Fulton CFB sponsored a field day at the MWRD 
research property in Fulton county. This provided researchers an 
opportunity to share updates on the various trials taking place at 
the site, as well as allowed attendees to see research in action and 
provide suggestions for future trials. In addition to the field day, a 
group of Fulton and Cook CFB members were also able to tour 
MWRD facilities and see how point source groups work to address 
nutrient reduction goals. This tour also offered the groups many 
opportunities to plan for future collaboration, including continued 
education and outreach, as well as other areas for research support. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CLEAN WATER AGENCIES

Through IFB’s position on the ANPC board, staff were able build additional 
relationships with wastewater treatment stakeholders at a national level. 
Through numerous virtual and in-person meetings, IFB helped develop 
a framework to partner with NACWA. This work has included identifying 
common views of agriculture and wastewater contributions to meeting 
nutrient reduction goals, connecting with USEPA and USDA-NRCS staff 
and political leadership, as well as presenting on ANPC and IFB work at 
NACWA’s annual meeting. IFB staff also executed a symposium tied to the 
Hypoxia Task Force meeting with NACWA and other ANPC stakeholders 
in attendance. IFB was able to use this opportunity to highlight their 
partnerships with MWRD on a national stage. 
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MISSISSIPPI NORTH CENTRAL (Flint/Henderson)

The Mississippi North Central watershed lies 
in parts of six counties in northwestern Illinois 
and covers approximately 1,546,232 acres. 
The watershed has been identified as an NLRS 
priority watershed, but currently does not have 
a watershed plan in place, making this a prime 
location for IFB and local CFBs to be involved in 
conservation efforts.

While waiting for official word on the status of 
the IEPA grant proposal, Mercer and Knox CFBs 
partnered to host additional watershed planning 
meetings in early 2022. These planning meetings 
were a valuable opportunity to share information 
about the NLRS and watershed planning process 
with farmers and other stakeholders, discuss 
conservation needs and concerns, and help 

prioritize work for future watershed planning 
purposes. By late May, the IEPA 319 grant was 
officially awarded to Mercer SWCD and their 
partners, marking the beginning of watershed 
inventory characterization and analysis work, 
which included incorporating initial stakeholder 
feedback. Looking forward, all CFBs and 
stakeholders across the watershed will begin 
implementing an IEPA-approved education 
strategy and continue supporting data modeling 
and sub-watershed prioritization. 

Priority Watershed  
Planning Efforts

Throughout the course of 2022, watershed 
planning efforts in IEPA priority watersheds were 
a significant focus of IFB and CFBs across the 
state. Prior to publishing the NLRS in 2015, IEPA 
identified several priority watersheds, indicating 
whether they were nitrogen or phosphorus 
priorities. Having current watershed plans in these 
watersheds is vitally important, as these plans 
are used to identify areas of highest concern as 
well as stakeholder interests. Watershed plans 
are also often used to leverage additional funds 
for implementing conservation practices and 
watershed programming. 

IFB has a vested interest in supporting a variety 
of watershed planning initiatives, regularly 
providing technical, financial, and education and 
outreach resources to these efforts. This work has 
culminated in supporting multiple IEPA Section 
319 grant projects and USDA-NRCS Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 
initiatives (learn more about RCPP efforts on 
pages 16-17). In 2022, IFB continued to provide 
significant resources to IEPA 319 grant-funded 
projects in the Mississippi North Central (Flint/
Henderson) watershed, as well as the Embarras 
River Watershed (ERW), two of Illinois’ priority 
watersheds.
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EMBARRAS RIVER WATERSHED

The ERW, located in southeastern Illinois, 
covers approximately 1,558,063 acres across 12 
counties. In spring 2021, IEPA announced that 
stakeholders were successful in securing funding 
to update the ERW Management Plan, which 
was otherwise set to expire in 2021. Without a 
watershed plan in place, stakeholders within the 
watershed have a decreased chance of receiving 
funding from certain state and federal programs 
for implementing conservation practices.

In addition to updating the 2011 ERW 
Management Plan, two sub-watersheds in 
the ERW, the Slough and Polecat Creek, were 
prioritized for additional, detailed planning. 

Update meetings were held in both sub-
watersheds to help support continued farmer 
and landowner engagement, as well as provide 
updates about the character of the sub-
watersheds. In 2022, collaborators (including 
IFB, Coles SWCD, and Northwater Consulting) 
focused on writing and submitting the 2021 ERW 
Management Plan and individual plans for both 
sub-watersheds. Drafts of the three plans have 
been submitted to IEPA in early fall and should 
be finalized by early 2023. Once finalized, these 
plans can be used to leverage additional funding 
sources that can help stakeholders implement 
high-priority watershed improvement projects.
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Edge of Field  
Practices Partnership

Over the course of the year, collaborative efforts 
have been emphasized by elected officials and 
regulators alike as essential ventures to meet 
state and regional nutrient reduction goals. IFB 
has developed numerous collaborative efforts, 
including two edge-of-field practice partnerships, 
which aim to help implement and monitor 
best management practices, as well as provide 
education and outreach. 

The Woodchip Bioreactor Partnership is a 
five-year collaboration between IFB, the Illinois 
Land Improvement Contractor’s Association, 
Inc. (ILICA), the University of Illinois, and NRCS. 
The purpose of this partnership is to install one 
woodchip bioreactor every year and to support 
water quality research of the practice at each site. 
The partners have installed five bioreactors across 
Bureau, Henry, McDonough, and Sangamon 
counties to date, and are continuing to host 
education and outreach opportunities associated 
with each. 

To further expand the edge-of-field practice 
efforts, IFB added a Saturated Buffer 
Partnership in 2019. This partnership involves 
a collaboration between IFB, ILICA, Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale (SIUC) and NRCS. 
Similarly, the purpose of this partnership is to 
install a saturated buffer each year and to support 
water quality research of the practice at each 
site. The first saturated buffer was installed in 
spring of 2019 in Moultrie county. Plans are in 
development for an installation in spring 2023 
after weather and other delays in previous years. 
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Livestock  
Support

IFB environmental staff continue to advocate on 
behalf of livestock producers in several ways. 
In 2022, the team continued to engage with 
IEPA staff and others to ensure that livestock 
producers are represented in environmental 
spaces, as well as to make sure producers 
are aware of any relevant information that 
may impact their operations. For example, 
IFB learned of increased IEPA environmental 
inspections after COVID-related delays. In the 
wake of this, staff worked to educate members 
about the process, including what information  
is typically collected during an inspection and 
how that information may be used by IEPA. 

FARM GATE

In addition to ongoing advocacy efforts, IFB 
continued to support livestock producers 
by providing resources and educational 
opportunities aimed at helping them 
meet industry regulations and protect the 
environment. This work has centered around 
answering producers’ regulatory questions and 
helping them understand how environmental 
rules may impact their operations. In addition 
to continuing to share beef, swine, and dairy 
resource guides, IFB revamped the Farm Gate 
program to raise additional attention about 
the free resources available for producers. The 
program is focused on sharing materials with 
all livestock producers, with a special focus on 
small and medium-sized operations, in order to 
help them increase their confidence in operating 
according to best practices. More information 
about Farm Gate can be found at  
www.ilfb.org/FarmGate. 
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Work with USDA-NRCS 
and Illinois NRCS

STATE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

Throughout 2022, IFB staff maintained their role 
on the Illinois NRCS State Technical Committee. 
The State Technical Committee, chaired by the 
Illinois NRCS State Conservationist, is comprised 
of numerous and stakeholder groups, with the 
charge of providing information, analysis, and 
recommendations to Illinois NRCS officials. 

WETLAND MITIGATION BANK 

In 2022, IFB continued to support a grant 
proposal focused on creating wetland banking 
opportunities in Illinois. The project, led by 
Magnolia Land Partners, LLC (Magnolia), was 
one of eight projects across the country that was 
awarded funds in 2020 as part of USDA-NRCS’s 
Wetland Mitigation Banking Program. These 
mitigation banks created through the program 
generate credits through restoration, creation, 
or enhancement to compensate for removal of 
wetlands in other parts of the state. The recent 
Magnolia project established their second 
banking site in Illinois. IFB hopes to continue to 
support Magnolia in future banking efforts.

RCPP SUPPORT

IFB works together with numerous partners to 
collaborate on numerous watershed planning 
and conservation initiatives. One example of 
multi-stakeholder collaboration is working to 
support USDA-NRCS Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP) projects. RCPP 
leverages partner resources to advance 
innovative projects that address climate change, 
enhance water quality, and address other critical 
challenges on agricultural land.

In addition to the Lake Springfield RCPP that 
was awarded in 2020, USDA-NRCS announced 
an additional 41 nationwide projects in 2022 
that will receive $197 million from the agency in 
addition to matching partner contributions. Of 
the projects funded in Illinois, IFB and CFBs in 
the areas surrounding each project have been 
directly engaged, supporting efforts to share 
information with landowners and farmers in the 
targeted area, as well as committing financial and 
in-kind support to the projects. 

Over the years, IFB has made a concerted effort to strengthen 
connections with representatives of state and federal 
regulatory agencies. In 2022, a significant portion of this work 
focused on several areas of engagement with USDA-NRCS 
and Illinois NRCS. IFB staff collaborated with Illinois NRCS 
and many of their stakeholders through a variety of efforts, 
including engaging in advisory and other support roles. 

16



RCPP PROJECTS THAT IFB SUPPORTED THROUGHOUT 2022 INCLUDE: 

Kankakee River Watershed

IFB, as well as Ford-Iroquois, Kankakee, and 
Will CFBs, supported an Indiana Department 
of Agriculture-led application focused on 
addressing flooding and nutrient pollution 
in Kankakee and Iroquois watersheds. This 
partnership includes over 40 entities across  
11 counties in two states.. 

Lake Decatur Watershed

The Lake Decatur RCPP project involves over 
50 partners, including IFB and Ford, McLean, 
Champaign, DeWitt, Macon, Piatt, and 
Shelby, to help producers and landowners 
adopt practices that achieve measurable and 
quantifiable improvements in water quality, 
specifically reducing sediment and nitrates.  
The partnership will leverage existing watershed 
plans to target practices and funding to areas 
where conservation will have the greatest 
impact. 

Lake Springfield

IFB continued to support Springfield City Water, 
Light, & Power (CWLP) in their RCPP project, 
which was originally announced in 2020. IFB and 
Sangamon CFB have been longtime supporters 
of work in the watershed, writing letters of 
support and providing in-kind and financial 
support when possible. 

Rend Lake

This project involves thirteen partners, including 
IFB and Jefferson and Franklin CFBs, will 
pursue practices published in the Rend Lake 
watershed plan. The partnership will work 
with producers and landowners to implement 
practices that deliver multiple environmental 
benefits, as well as engage in outreach 
strategies. 

IDOA  

IFB is also a partner on an IDOA RCPP. The 
RCPP, titled Illinois Climate-Smart Agricultural 
Partnership, has goals of establishing education 
and training opportunities to advance 
agricultural conservation practices. 
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IFB’s advocacy work on Waters of the United 
States (WOTUS) continued throughout 2022. On 
November 18, 2021, USEPA and the Department 
of the Army (“the agencies”) announced the 
publication of a proposed rule revising the 
definition of WOTUS. On December 7, 2021, 
the proposed rule was published in the Federal 
Register, kicking off a public comment period 
that closed on February 7, 2022. During the 
comment period, IFB engaged members in 
an action request, submitting nearly 2,000 
comments into the docket.  IFB also filed its own 
organizational comment in the docket. During 
this “phase 1” rulemaking, the agencies proposed 
to reestablish the pre-2015 definition of WOTUS, 
updated to reflect consideration of U.S. Supreme 
Court decisions. The agencies stated that this 
approach would bring the regulatory world back 
to the familiar while the agencies crafted a “phase 
2” rule. 

All of the pre-rulemaking and rulemaking 
outreach by the agencies happened in virtual 
meetings, including several virtual hearings 
throughout January 2022, during which IFB 
staff and farmer leaders attended and provided 
testimony. In addition, the U.S. Small Business 
Administration (SBA) held a set of virtual 
roundtables to highlight for the agencies the 
concerns of small business owners, including 
farmers and ranchers. IFB and farmer leaders 
participated in the agriculture-specific SBA 
roundtable on January 6, 2022, providing details 
on real-life experiences Illinois farmers have had 
in dealing with the agencies and the Clean Water 
Act (CWA) bureaucracy. 

October 2022 was an important month for the 
WOTUS effort. On October 3, 2022, the US 
Supreme Court heard oral arguments in Sackett v. 
EPA to potentially decide the proper jurisdictional 
test to determine when the federal government 
has authority to regulate water. During the 
arguments, sides of the case were handed tough 
questions by both the liberal and conservative 
justices. 

Waters of the  
United States
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Much of the back and forth focused on the 
definition of “adjacent” with regard to wetlands. 
Overall, it appears that the majority does not 
agree that the “significant nexus” test is the 
appropriate test for federal jurisdiction, but it 
is unclear what standard(s) they are all learning 
toward. A decision on the case is expected no 
earlier than March 2023.

At the same time, the agencies continued to 
push forward on their “phase 1” rulemaking to 
rewrite the WOTUS rules. On October 6, 2022, 
IFB staff had the opportunity to join AFBF, 
Iowa Farm Bureau Federation and Nebraska 
Farm Bureau staff in a meeting with the White 
House Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) to make final arguments against the 
rule in general, as well as push for the timing to 
be delayed, or “NO WOTUS before SCOTUS.” 
This is an important time for Farm Bureau to 
weigh in on the record as OMB sorts out the 
impact of the proposed rule on the regulated 
community before it would move forward as 
a final rule. IFB’s arguments focused on the 
fact that this rule would profoundly affect 
every day farming and ranching activities, and 
that impact would be pervasive across the 
country. We also referenced the added costs for 
farmers and ranchers to avoid non-compliance 
and the resulting civil and criminal liabilities. 
We discussed the fact that in all the virtual 
hearings, meetings and roundtables the Biden 
Administration has held on this rulemaking, 
the focus that improved implementation and 
agency customer service would be a cure-all 
was not likely or realistic. Finally, we focused on 
our view that the proposed rule does nothing 
to make the regulatory world less confusing or 
intimating for our farmers, and it does nothing 
to build confidence that EPA or the Corps will 
figure out how to work alongside farmers and 
ranchers to get projects done. Instead, it throws 
farmers right back into a world of uncertainty 
and inconsistency. 

IFB will continue to advocate for Illinois farmers 
as the WOTUS story continues.

19



Pollinator Conservation 
Grant Program

Carroll and Stephenson
These CFBs partnered with Highland Community College to implement 
a pollinator strip plot at the college’s ag plot. This strip plot was 
established to evaluate four different pollinator seed mixes, specifically 
ones that feature common, native Illinois pollinator habitat and nectar 
species. The plot, located near several of the agriculture department’s 
other plots, is in an easy-to-view location and one that students will be 
able to observe throughout the seasons.

Clinton
As part of their pollinator project, Clinton CFB took steps to  
implement a pollinator plot near their cover crop plot. Their hope  
is to use the plot into the future to evaluate using pollinator habitat 
species as a buffer between cash crops and invasive species, as  
well as encourage partnerships with local schools and other  
partners to support pollinator education efforts. 

Cook
To support their ongoing pollinator efforts, Cook CFB upgraded  
their pollinator garden and registered it as a Monarch Waystation.  
By having their garden registered as a Waystation, their garden is  
now included in an international registry. In addition to the work at  
their pollinator garden, the CFB partnered with Lincoln Park Zoo  
to host a farmer-led panel for zoo staff to learn more about farming 
practices and on-farm conservation. The CFB and the Zoo were also 
able to join at the zoo to host an education table, which featured 
activities and giveaways focused on practices farmers employ on  
their farms to preserve and protect pollinators and their habitat. 

DeWitt
In the first year of their pollinator project, DeWitt CFB partnered with 
DeWitt County Pheasants Forever to identify a location for a community 
pollinator education plot. The partners were able to map out a plot 
at a local school, centrally located in a location where the Ag In The 
Classroom coordinator could utilize the space and engage students 
from all the district’s schools. By working with the school, the partners 
also hope to engage the Clinton FFA Chapter in the future. 

In 2022, IFB rolled out a new Pollinator Conservation Grant Program, as part of 
a collection of Environmental Stewardship Grant Programs. This program was 
established based on feedback collected from CFBs who requested additional 
support from IFB to develop locally led pollinator initiatives. 

In the first year of the program, the IAA Board of Directors committed  
$25,000 to 13 CFBs working together on 9 projects to initiate this  
program. The projects developed ranged from starting or maintaining  
new pollinator habitat to hosting education and outreach events. 
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Kane

To help expand and improve the 
pollinator rain garden installed in 
2020, Kane CFB partnered with 
an environmental engineering and 
consulting firm to design a project that 
would ensure full benefits of both the rain 
garden and pollinator habitat aspects of the 
project. To help bring the 3,500 sq. ft. Prairie 
Pollinator Rain Garden expansion project to 
fruition, the CFB and their partners were 
able to conduct site preparations and host 
a two-day volunteer event to help plant all 
pollinator plants as well as place stones 
and mulch. The event drew over 200 
participants and local news outlets. 

LaSalle
In 2022, LaSalle CFB began to developed 
plans to implement a 1.4-acre pollinator 
habitat at their office property. This location was 
selected because of the potential for bringing in the 
general public to learn more about the CFB’s pollinator 
efforts and the CFB in general. The CFB has begun site 
preparations for planting the plot and have plans to expand the 
plot in the future. 

Lee, Bureau, Marshall-Putnam, and Stark
Lee CFB, with the support of Bureau, Marshall-Putnam, and Stark 
CFBs, developed a subsidized pollinator seed sale program. The 
CFBs were able to offer two phases of seed sales – one in early 
spring ahead of spring planting dates and a second round during 
Pollinator Week. Through these two rounds of sales, the CFBs 
were able to sell nearly 270 pounds of seed, equating to roughly 
22-44 acres of pollinator habitat. With each purchase, the CFBs 
also offered basic information about the mixes, as well as a copy 
of the IFB Pollinator Habitat Guide for Agricultural Landscapes 
and an IFB pollinator habitat sign.

McHenry
In the first year of their pollinator project, McHenry CFB 
partnered with The Center for Agrarian Learning at McHenry 
County College to install two types of pollinator habitat – one 
that was more visible and meant for community enjoyment, 
and another designed in long strips to evaluate different seed 
mixes and establishment strategies. Due to weather delays, the 
group was unable to establish the experimental plots, however 
they were successful in planting the more visible plot, including 
working directly with college students and staff to do the 
planting, weeding, and watering at the plot.
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Building Relationships with 
Agencies & Elected Officials

IFB staff make concerted efforts to advocate 
on behalf of our members on environmental 
policy issues by engaging in endeavors which 
strengthen connections with representatives of 
state and federal regulatory agencies, as well as 
elected officials at all levels of government.

In 2022, IFB environmental staff worked with 
numerous representatives of state and federal 
agencies, such as USEPA HQ and USEPA 
Region 5, USDA-NRCS and Illinois NRCS, IDOA, 
IEPA, IDNR, and many others. This work often 
included engaging in regular phone calls and 
meetings, serving as a respected connection 
between agency staff and our members. 
Similarly, environmental staff also engaged with 
elected officials through numerous meeting 
opportunities, working to link those individuals to 
our members and the issues that impact them. 

Regulatory agency representatives and 
elected officials alike were invited to in-person 
opportunities, including Nutrient Stewardship 
Field Days and other events across the state. 

Some examples of this work in 2022 included:

•  IDOA Director Jerry Costello attended two 
Nutrient Stewardship Field Days, one in 
McLean County and one in Lake County. 
Director Costello made a point to highlight 
the importance of farmers being involved 
in the NLRS and praised the work that IFB 
and CFBs do to work with IDOA and IEPA on 
helping reach NLRS goals. 

•  Illinois Representatives, Senators and their 
staff, including 61st District Representative 
Joyce Mason, 72nd District Representative 
Michael Halpin, 44th District Senator Sally 
Turner, and District Operations Staff Jim 
Goldenstein participated in short video 
interviews at field days throughout the 
summer. These interviews will be compiled 
into a video focused on encouraging elected 
officials to engage with farmer constituents 
and to attend similar events in their own 
districts. 

•  Events such as the Kane CFB pollinator rain 
garden volunteer days and the LaSalle CFB 
Night at the Farm served as opportunities 
to invite a wide range of elected officials, 
including members of county and township 
government. Events like these allowed 
officials to learn more about issues impacting 
local farmers and continue developing 
relationships with their neighbors. 
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Illinois Fertilizer  
Initiatives

ANHYDROUS AMMONIA CERTIFIED 
GROWER TRAINING 

For over a decade, IFB has partnered with other 
farmer and agricultural retail groups in Illinois, 
including Illinois Fertilizer and Chemical Association 
(IFCA), on a variety of initiatives. One such organized 
effort is IFB’s ongoing engagement with anhydrous 
ammonia advocacy and farmer education. 

Since spring of 2019, IFB has engaged with IDOA 
and IFCA to develop and promote solutions that 
address concerns surrounding safe transportation 
and application of anhydrous ammonia, without 
compromising agricultural use of the product. IFB 
was a leading advocate for offering grower safety 
training both online and across the state, at no cost 
to the grower or grower farm operator. 

In 2021, online and in-person training opportunities 
officially rolled out, with a deadline of April 1, 2022, 
for all growers and grower farm operators to receive 
the training. Throughout 2021 and into 2022, IFB 
was able to extensively promote these training 
sessions through in-person exhibits and online, 
multi-media campaigns. With the support of these 
efforts, over 12,000 growers and operators 
completed the training, and additional training 
opportunities continue to be offered. 

NLRS AG RETAIL SURVEY

In addition to supporting anhydrous ammonia 
certified grower training, IFB and other members of 
the Council of Best Management Practices (CBMP) 
initiated work to develop and implement an Illinois 
Ag Retail Survey to gather data about farmer 
utilization of fertilizer, including rate, timing, 
placement and source. 

Support from CBMP and IEPA will be used 
to help fund the survey, which will be 
analyzed by Iowa State University. IFB 
worked with IFCA and other CBMP 
partners to finalize questions and the 
survey approach in 2022. In 2023, 
the associated groups expect to 
see initial survey distribution and 
implementation, with efforts carrying 
into future
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Pesticide Advocacy

IFB consistently works on behalf of our members 
to track and engage in critical issues that could 
have severe effects on agriculture. Over the 
course of 2022, one such area of focus has been 
engaging at the state and federal levels in the 
ever-changing world of pesticide regulation. Our 
efforts centered around a few primary areas over 
the past year, including atrazine advocacy and 
tracking issues at the state and federal levels. 

TRACKING ISSUES 

Through key appointments and other 
opportunities, IFB staff have several avenues to 
track pesticide issues at the state and federal 
level. At the state level, staff continued to 
regularly engage with IDOA on efforts regarding 
pesticide registration, misuse complaints, 
and licenses. This work also included regular 
involvement in the Interagency Committee 
on Pesticides, where staff were able to track 
state-level issues more closely. In addition, staff 
continued to represent AFBF and IFB on the 
USEPA Office of Pesticide Program Dialogue 
Committee, where stakeholders met to discuss 

regulatory, policy and program implementation. 
Through these state and federal engagement 
opportunities, staff were able to track changes 
around numerous products and open the 
conversation to potential impacts on farmers. 

ATRAZINE ADVOCACY

In summer 2022, USEPA proposed a new atrazine 
registration decision which centered around an 
ultra-low concentration equivalent in addition to 
strict mitigation practice requirements that would 
apply across most of Illinois. Through several 
avenues of access, IFB staff concluded that 
this proposed change would have devastating 
impacts on Illinois farmers and drastically 
change the way they use atrazine. In response, 
IFB launched an action request to make Illinois 
farmers’ voices heard, gathering approximately 
2,000 comments from our members. IFB 
also launched media efforts and submitted 
organizational comments to the agency, urging 
USEPA to follow the science and not remove this 
tool from farmers’ toolboxes. 
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Academic Science 
Support

Supporting researchers and scientists is a key focus of IFB’s 
environmental efforts. In 2022, IFB continued to play an active role in 
supporting Illinois-led research, utilizing several methods to develop 
and maintain relationships with researchers. These methods include: 

•  Participating in continued 
networking and relationship 
building with various 
researchers, institutions, and 
other research entities;

•  Connecting farmer members 
with researchers to develop  
on-farm research trials;

•  Offering farmer focus groups  
for researchers;

•  Leading in coordination and 
promotion of field days and 
events featuring researchers, 
including facilitating field day 
communications support; and 

•  Providing financial gifts when 
appropriate. 
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In 2022, IFB supported numerous researchers with various 
levels of assistance. Some of the projects supported in 2022 
include: 

•  IFB continued to support a National Science Foundation 
funded project led by Dr. Andrew Margenot (U of I) and 
Dr. Kaiyu Guan (U of I) which evaluates nutrient use and 
farmer attitudes of nutrient practices. This project includes 
modeling of the soil-plant nitrogen and phosphorus 
transfers that will be the basis of nutrient management tools 
created by the group, as well as developing technology 
solutions that can help connect farmers to nutrient 
management strategies. In 2022, IFB led in arranging focus 
groups, interviews, and soil sampling with interested farmer 
members. 

•  IFB also supported Dr. Kaiyu Guan’s soil carbon and aerial 
imagery research. As part of this work, IFB’s Lauren Lurkins 
continued to serve on the Advanced Research Projects 
Agency-Energy (APRA-E) SMARTFARM Advisory Board. IFB 
also supported Guan’s NASA-funded Carbon Monitoring 
System Program research, which includes developing 
tools that will help farmers meet evolving climate-smart 
standards. IFB staff also continued to connect farmer 
members to Dr. Guan’s research so that they can provide 
feedback on the research direction. 

•  IFB continued to support collaborations with Dr. Trent Ford, 
Illinois State Climatologist. Previously, Dr. Ford worked to 
provide IFB leadership with information about historical 
and future seasonable precipitation variability, as well as 
assessing climate change impact reduction as a result 
of mitigation. In 2022, IFB supported Dr. Ford’s drought 
condition monitoring and other climate science-related 
initiatives. 

•  Through several opportunities, IFB continued to support 
Dr. Amir Sadeghpour’s (SIUC) research projects in the fields 
of soil health, cover crops, and manure management. For 
example, IFB staff continued to connect Dr. Sadeghpour to 
farmers through Nutrient Stewardship Field Days, where he 
was able to share his research with farmer members. 

•  IFB also continued to support Dr. Kayla Gage’s (SIUC) 
research on the occurrence of weeds of economic concern 
in transportation corridors field margins, and rural habitats. 
The objectives of this study include discerning if weeds of 
economic concern occur in field margins and pollinator 
habitat over time, as well as summarizing the status of 
published science on this topic.
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Climate Change  
& Carbon Markets

In 2022, IFB continued to engage in many 
aspects of climate change policy and ecosystem 
service market advocacy efforts. This includes 
several areas, including corporate sustainability, 
Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) 
initiatives, regenerative agriculture, weather, 
carbon sequestration in soils, and climate-smart 
agriculture. The work has focused primarily 
on tracking legislative and regulatory efforts, 
industry actions, and scientific research on 
related topics. This included tracking policy 
developments related to climate-smart 
agriculture proposals, conservation funding 
announcements from USDA-NRCS, and the  
use of Inflation Reduction Act funding for  
climate proposals. 

We have also spent considerable time and 
other resources engaging with our members 
and advocating on their behalf to industry 
professionals and legislators. Through 
numerous meetings with CFB boards and 
other members, IFB staff were able to identify 
current opportunities and areas of due diligence 
needed when becoming involved in carbon and 
ecosystem service markets. The information 
gathered from members during these meetings 
was used to also help guide IFB’s actions in  
these areas. 

REPRESENTING ILLINOIS AGRICULTURE

Much of IFB’s work on climate-related topics 
continues to center around advocacy and 
representing the needs and concerns of our 
members. This work has included connecting 
legislative and industry contacts with farmers, 
as well as representing Illinois agriculture in 
meetings and other engagements. Staff also 
participated in the inaugural Illinois Climate 
Services Summit, an opportunity which drew 
county, state, and federal officials and researchers 
who helped identify resources for stakeholders as 
well as identify their needs and concerns. 

In addition to advocating in formal meetings 
and other engagements, IFB staff also oversaw 
the development of an Illinois Agricultural 
Association (IAA) Board of Directors’ funded 
academic article produced by U of I. This study 
provided a critical evaluation of private sector 
activities in the carbon market space, as well 
as identified important limiting factors and 
suggestions for addressing challenges within 
these markets. This article has since been 
distributed across IFB media platforms and  
other stakeholders. 
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IFB CARBON TEAM

IFB’s Carbon Team, otherwise known as the 
Environmental Advisory Team, was developed 
with the vision of creating a cohort of farmer 
members who are interested in deeply engaging 
in environmental topics in order to advise staff 
on direction and share knowledge within IFB 
membership on a number of complicated issues. 
In previous years, the Team has covered topics 
such as WOTUS, Swampbuster, the NLRS, and 
many more. The Team has met with researchers 
at many universities and state scientific surveys, 
as well as administration and staff at USEPA 
Region 5, NRCS, IDOA, IEPA, IDNR, and AFBF. 
The Team also continues to serve as inspiration 
and content for the Farming for the Future 
campaign, a multi-component effort to tell the 
story of IFB members’ work on environmental 
issues and conservation. Learn more at  
www.ilfarmersconserve.com

In 2022, the Team continued to engage in 
numerous evolving carbon and ecosystem 
service market and climate science issues. Over 
the course of the year, the Team participated 
in several meetings and other opportunities 
focused on the following topics: 

•  IFB engagement in climate-smart agriculture 
proposals at the state and federal level;

•  Legislative proposals regarding  
climate change; 

•  Private sector climate change  
and carbon initiatives; 

•  Tracked developments to ESG initiatives  
in public and private sectors; and

•  Carbon-related research in Illinois. 
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Farmers throughout Illinois go to great lengths 
to preserve our soil and protect water quality. IFB 
works hard every year to tell stories of members’ 
commitments toward improving farm practices and 
being active stewards of natural resources. In 2022, 
IFB staff wanted to go to those same great lengths 
to produce a video that showcases these efforts, the 
farmer spirit and the collaboration required to achieve 
the goals of the NLRS. And so began a yearlong 
effort to create an original documentary that debuted 
December 3rd at the IAA Annual Meeting.

Centered around the Ganschow family farm 
in Bureau County, the documentary, entitled 
“Sustaining our Future: A Farm Family Story” 
illustrates how three generations of farmers have 
approached sustainability. It also highlights the role 
of scientific research in the process and even includes 
perspectives from Louisiana FB on the hypoxic zone 
in the Gulf of Mexico. The documentary sends a clear 
message to various organizations and individuals 
working together on the NLRS: Continue to remain 
passionately dedicated to improving agriculture’s 
impact on the environment.

To create this documentary, IFB video and 
environmental teams partnered with farmers, 
CFBs, researchers, and other key stakeholders. 
It required nearly 25 video shoots across Illinois, 
dozens of interviews, behind-the-scenes recordings 
and countless hours of recording and editing. The 
documentary also includes archived footage that 
shows the long-term commitment and continuous 
improvement involved in conservation. In the  
end, we created a one-hour documentary we 
hope viewers will find educational, authentic,  
and inspiring.

Into 2023, IFB will work with CFBs and members  
alike to share the documentary and amplify this story. 
This piece will be used to help connect consumers, 
elected officials, farmers, and others who all share 
common values centered around a sustainable future. 

Visit www.ilfb.org/Environment throughout 2023 to 
learn more. 

NLRS Documentary
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Visit www.ilfb.org 
to learn more about 
our environmental 
efforts.
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