
LINK
Local Information, News and KnowHow

How Local Elections WorkMarch – April 2021 | Vol. 12, Issue 2

Get the full rundown of what you and 
your members will be voting on in the 
upcoming local election.

Local
Elections
and How They Work

ELECTION DAY:

APRIL 6, 2021



LINK
Local Information, News and KnowHow

How Local Elections WorkPage 2

Our Mission
To improve county Farm Bureau® influence in local 
government issues and advance county Farm Bureau leaders’ 
awareness, capability, and involvement in local government 
issues through information and assistance in understanding 
and planning on local government issues.

Call to Action 
We encourage you to share LINK with county Farm Bureau 
leadership and membership. 

We encourage you to share this publication with your local 
officials. This information may be a LINK to their success.

Upcoming Dates & Events

April 6 
Consolidated Election

April 13 
Annual Town Meeting

May 1
Deadline for Rural Nurse Practitioner 
Scholarship Applications

May 31
Memorial Day
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On April 6, voters across Illinois will be asked to elect local 
officials at the township and municipal levels as well as for 
park, library, community college, school or other special 
district offices.

Illinois Farm Bureau recently launched a Get Out the Vote 
(GOTV) campaign to help county Farm Bureaus get the word 
out and engage members. Visit IFB’s GOTV web page for a 
complete guide to the election.

Make a plan today to research candidates and cast your vote. 
Ensure your voice is heard with your local government!

Can I Still Register to Vote?

While regular voter registration ended March 9, unregistered 
voters are not out of luck. Voter registration and updates to 
existing voters’ information is allowed online until March 21 
and during a grace period that extends through Election Day. 

Voters who register during this grace period may cast a ballot 
in person at the election authority’s office or at a location 
specifically designated for this purpose by the election 
authority.

Information for both voters and candidates can be found on 
the Illinois State Board of Elections’ website. 

Who Might I Be Voting for?

A variety of municipal and township positions will be on the 
ballot across the state. Here’s an outline of what you might 
see on yours.

Municipal (for voters living in an incorporated area)
• Mayor or President
• Clerk
• Treasurer
• Council Members, Alderman or Trustees

Township
• Supervisor
• Clerk
• Township/Multi-township Assessor
• Highway Commissioner
• Collector (if elected)
• Trustees

You might also see park, library, community college, 
school or other special district offices.

• Park district: Commissioners, Trustees
• Public library district: Trustees
• Township and municipal library: Trustees
• Regional board of school trustees: Trustees

•  School district: Board members, school directors,
inspectors

• Community college district: Trustees
• Fire protection district: Trustees
• Public water district: Trustees
• Fox Waterway Management Agency: Chairman, directors
• Forest preserve district: Commissioners
•  Springfield Metropolitan Exposition and Auditorium

Authority: Commissioners

For more information on the process for electing township 
officials, see page 4.

For more information on the process for electing municipal 
officials, see page 5.

Will I Be Voting on Anything Else?

Questions of public policy, known as referenda, can also be 
included on the April ballot.

These referenda are often questions of tax policy impacting 
revenue generation for local units of government. Other 
referenda that might appear on the ballot include questions 
on consolidation, local government structure and bond 
proposals. 

Click Here to track local referenda in your area.

There are two types of referenda that voters might run across 
on the ballot: advisory and binding.

An advisory referendum, often referred to as a non-binding 
advisory referendum, is a question to the voters that does not 
carry with it the force of law. It gives voters the opportunity to 
share their opinion on issues without requiring government 
action. 

While not enforceable, these types of “non-binding” 
questions can be beneficial. They tend to increase public 
participation and voter turnout on important issues. They can 
also be used to identify public sentiment. A vote in support 
or in opposition of a contentious issue can speak volumes to 
elected officials. 

However, not all ballot questions brought to the voters are 
advisory. Voters are often asked to cast their vote on binding 
referenda. In this case, the results of the vote are required to 
be acted upon or implemented.

Your Primer on Upcoming Local Elections
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https://www.ilfb.org/gotv?utm_source=Website&utm_medium=FWN&utm_campaign=GOTV
http://www.elections.il.gov/
https://www.elections.il.gov/VotingAndRegistrationSystems/ReferendaSearch.aspx?MID=oPr5rQPbAt0%3d&T=637499439661192289


Township officials are elected every four years. The 
following offices will be up for election this year: supervisor, 
clerk, township trustees, township assessor or multi-
township assessor, highway commissioner and collector, 
where applicable. 

Township and multi-township assessors and collectors take 
office Jan. 1 of the following year. All other officials take 
office on the third Monday in May; this year, that’s May 17. 

The majority of candidates running for township office are 
nominated by caucus held in early December. However, a 
primary election is required in townships with a population 
over 5,000 whose boundaries extend over the same space 
or lie inside a municipality under the commission form of 
government. Townships of 15,000 or more outside of Cook 
County may decide to have a primary.

The process for township elections and sequence of events 
is laid out by statute and enforced by the Illinois State Board 
of Elections. Those events leading up to the April election 
include a long list of procedural processes. 

A minimum of ten days before caucus, townships/multi-
townships must publish a notice of the location and timing 
for each party’s caucus. That notice must be published in a 
newspaper with general circulation in the district(s). 

Since the time caucuses were concluded and candidates 
were nominated, there was a filing period for independent 
candidates seeking office in the April Consolidated Election. 
That period concluded Dec. 21. Independent candidates are 
those with no party affiliation.

While candidate nomination events have already taken 
place, a candidate report can be found by contacting your 
local township clerk/election authority.

Also on the schedule of events leading up to the election is 
the requirement for townships to hold a party placement 
lottery to determine the order in which the parties show up 
on the ballot.

Consolidated Primary Election was be held Feb. 23 for those 
officials not nominated through caucus. 

On Tuesday, April 6, the Consolidated Election will be held 
to determine who will fill the offices of the township and 
road district.

For more information on these elections visit the Illinois 
State Board of Elections and the Illinois state  
Township Code.

Township Elections Process and Procedure
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Source: Township Officials of Illinois

PRIMARY

Circulate Petitions
8/25/20

Petition Filing
11/16/20 – 11/23/20

Primary Election
2/23/21

Township Election
4/6/21

CAUCUS

Township Election
4/6/21

Filing Period
12/14/20 – 12/21/20

Central Committee 
Establishes Rules

Caucus
12/1/20

Township Election
4/6/21

Petition Filing
12/14/20 – 12/21/20

Circulate Petitions
9/22/20

NEW PARTY

Township Election
4/6/21

Petition Filing
12/14/20 – 12/21/20

Circulate Petitions
9/22/20

INDEPENDENT

Pathways to the Ballot

Caucus Definition – a meeting of members of a particular 
political party to select candidates for office

https://www.elections.il.gov/
https://www.elections.il.gov/
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=006000010HArt%2E+60&ActID=770&ChapterID=13&SeqStart=20900000&SeqEnd=21300000
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=006000010HArt%2E+60&ActID=770&ChapterID=13&SeqStart=20900000&SeqEnd=21300000
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Like other local government offices, elections for municipal 
officers are held in April of odd-numbered years. This 
election is known as the Consolidated Election. 

Preceding the Consolidated Election were the municipal 
caucuses held on Dec. 7, and the Consolidated Primary 
Election held on Feb. 23. Both the caucus process and 
the primary election are used to nominate candidates 
in partisan elections. Whether a municipality nominates 
candidates by caucus or primary is largely driven by 
population. 

For partisan elections, caucuses are held in municipalities 
with a population of 5,000 or fewer, unless those 
municipalities determine, by ordinance, that established 
political parties will instead be nominated by primary 
election. Larger municipalities, with a population over 5,000, 
nominate political parties by primary election.

In a municipality with a non-partisan election, the primary 
election is held whenever there are more than four 

candidates for nomination to any office. If four or fewer 
candidates file for a given office, all candidates will appear 
on the April 6 Consolidated Election ballot. 

The process for getting on the ballot began last year 
and varies depending on the municipal structure of 
government. For partisan and non-partisan municipal 
elections, the candidate filing period was Nov. 16-23. 
For independent, new party and municipalities under 
commission form of government, the candidate filing 
period was Dec. 14-21. 

The commission form of government is available to 
municipalities with fewer than 200,000 in population. 
However, very few Illinois municipalities have chosen to 
structure under this form of government.

When two or more candidates file simultaneously for 
the same office, a lottery shall be conducted by the local 
election official to break the tie and determine the order the 
candidates will appear on the ballot. 

Municipal Elections Process and Procedure



Local elections often represent great opportunities for 
county Farm Bureaus to engage on issues that impact 
members, but not all ballot items make sense for boards to 
support or oppose.

On April 6, voters in Peoria will weigh in on an advisory 
referendum on whether to raise taxes to help fund police 
officer and firefighter pensions. Peoria County Farm Bureau 
(PCFB) Vice President Cheryl Walsh said taking a position on 
the issue is difficult because of how that decision could be 
perceived.

“We don’t want it that the Farm Bureau supports raising all 
these taxes,” said Walsh, who raises pigs and beef cattle and 
grows corn and soybeans with her dad, three uncles and a 
brother in several counties, including Peoria County. “But we 
also don’t want it that we’re not going to support the fire and 
the police because we won’t go with this tax.

“So it’s a double-edged sword we’re stuck against.”

Walsh said a member of the Peoria City Council sent PCFB 
a letter asking it to come out one way or the other on the 
referendum. PCFB met March 11 and decided not to take a 
stance.  

Engagement in local elections is an area of potential 
improvement for PCFB, Walsh acknowledged.

“Do we need to be more active in the community? Yeah, we 
do,” she said. “We’re not good with being involved in those 
and taking a stand on some of them, but I feel some of them 
are really hard to take a stand on.”

Walsh is also sensitive to the perception that PCFB only gets 
involved “if we have a problem.” 

She cited an example in which a local hog producer wanted 
to construct a new building, but the county board was 
unfamiliar with the Livestock Management Facilities Act 
(LMFA). 

“We had to explain what 
the LMFA is to them,” 
Walsh said. “These people 
on the board have never 
even seen a live pig, and 
they’re trying to rewrite 
the rules.

“Since I’ve been on the 
Farm Bureau board, 
that’s probably the only 
time we’ve ever done 
something like that, for 
the county or the town. 
And it shouldn’t be that 
way.”

At its March 11 meeting, 
PCFB held separate Zoom 
meetings with the two 
candidates running for 
mayor of Peoria. Even 
though PCFB does not 
endorse or financially 
support candidates, the 
meetings gave board 
members the chance to 
ask questions.

“We wanted to let them 
know we’re there and get to know the candidates and their 
plans,” Walsh said. “I would encourage county Farm Bureaus 
to do that. It’s easy to do over Zoom. Give them each 15 
minutes or a half an hour, and get to know them.”

Walsh encouraged other county Farm Bureaus to be active in 
local legislation but proceed with caution when it comes to 
picking a side.

“I think it’s pretty important, truthfully, but I think you have 
to be careful which ones you get engaged in. This one that’s 
going on right now in Peoria, I struggle with it, personally. I 
think we need to respond to it, but I don’t think we should 
take a side either way.”

The referendum on the ballot on April 6 will be advisory, 
or non-binding, in nature. That means lawmakers are not 
required to implement it if it passes. But either way, Walsh 
said they should follow the will of the people.

“If it passes, then that means that the majority of people are 
in favor of it. So I believe that if it passes then it probably 
should (be implemented),” she said. “But if the people say no, 
they need to just drop it.”

LINK
Local Information, News and KnowHow

Page 6 Return to Table of Contents

Peoria County Farm Bureau 
Vice President Cheryl Walsh 
posts #trailerwashtuesday 
photos to Facebook to show 
her family’s commitment to 
animal care. 

Photo courtesy of Walsh

Should We Take a Stance? 
Picking Sides on Local Issues Can Be Tricky

How Local Elections Work

Peoria Police and Fire Pension Referenda

City of Peoria 

Shall the City of Peoria 
increase its existing Fire 
Pension tax levy on an 
annual basis to fully fund 
fire pensions? 

Yes No

Shall the City of Peoria 
increase its existing Police 
Pension tax levy on an 
annual basis to fully fund 
police pensions? 

Yes No



While some of the biggest challenges facing rural America 
depend on decisions made by state and federal officials, 
many solutions start at the local level. 

It’s critical that Farm Bureau members engage with elected 
officials in their communities to promote agriculture. As 
Illinoisans gear up for the Consolidated Election on April 6, 
county Farm Bureaus can provide resources and information 
to help members get involved in local government.  

Will County Farm Bureau Manager 
Mark Schneidewind has spent the last 
six years empowering his members to 
advocate for the industry. While the 
organization’s efforts often start within 
the county, he also knows it’s important 
to work with representatives at all levels 
of government, including municipalities. 

“We always try to build relationships with local officials early 
on in the election process and during their first days in office,” 
he said. “If we develop those relationships early enough, then 
we have a seat at the table with them, even if they move on 
to state and federal roles.”

As part of the organization’s strategy, CFB board members 
are encouraged to lead by example. Each board member 
is asked to meet with a mayor and at least two municipal 
trustees. 

These relationships create an important foundation for the 
CFB to grow over time and use to inform members about 
issues that could impact their farms and businesses. 

Earlier this month, Schneidewind reached out to 11 municipal 
officials in Will County to find out if sales tax revenue had 
dropped due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. While 
only two of the responses reported decreased revenue, he 
said asking these questions is an important function of the 
CFB as a resource to members.

“If we can get some of that information out to our members 
ahead of the election, it gives them the opportunity to ask 
questions of the people running for office to understand 
where they stand on certain issues,” he said. 

Regardless of an individual’s political affiliation or beliefs, 
Schneidewind stresses the importance of working across the 
aisle with people from different backgrounds. Thanks to this 
mindset and the increased outreach efforts from Will CFB 
members in recent years, he’s seen an uptick in the number 
of officials who reach out for an agriculture perspective.  

“The success we’ve seen in developing these relationships 
and partnerships at the local level is largely due to our 
farmers,” said Schneidewind. “While Farm Burau staff can 
build those relationships, the everlasting ones are those 
made by our volunteer members.” 

While offices up for consideration in the consolidated 
election may not always be top of mind for Illinois voters, 
decisions made by people selected for those positions 
directly impact their communities. 

That’s why it’s up to CFBs to keep members informed and 
urge them to vote. “Local elections are a great way to help 
your members get involved in the overall process,” said 
Schneidewind. 
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CFB Engages Members Ahead of April 6 Election
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April Gives Some Voters an Extra Chance to Weigh in

For Illinois citizens who live in places that operate under 
the township form of government, April will bring two 
opportunities to bring questions of public policy before voters. 

The first will be the Consolidated Election on April 6. The second 
will be the Annual Town Meeting on April 13, but that meeting 
occurs only in counties with the township form of government.

Every township in Illinois must hold an Annual Town Meeting 
the second Tuesday in April. It is open to the public and should 
be held after 6:00 p.m. (unless the electors fix some other time) 
at a place in the township picked by the township board.

Keep an eye out for the notice on the right. It will be appearing 
soon on bulletin boards, light poles, town hall doors and in 
store windows. It can also show up in local newspapers. This 
year, expect those notices to provide information on virtual 
attendance. 

For more on the Annual Town Meeting, visit the Township 
Officials of Illinois website.

Annual Town Meeting
Notice is Hereby Given

To the legal voters, residents of the Township of  ___________ 
in the County of     and State of Illinois, that the 

Annual Town Meeting of said Township will take place on

Tuesday, April 13, 2021 

being the second Tuesday of said month 
at the hour of 6:01 o’clock P.M. at [Location] 

for the transaction of the miscellaneous business of the said town; and after 
a Moderator having been elected, will proceed to hear and consider reports 
of officers, and decide on such measures as may, in pursuance of law, come 

before the meeting; and especially to consider and decide the following:

[Agenda]

Mark Schneidewind

https://www.toi.org/Resources/0E140BA7-6203-4BF0-B160-67C1B6C5903C/powers15.pdf
https://www.toi.org/Resources/0E140BA7-6203-4BF0-B160-67C1B6C5903C/powers15.pdf
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By Ryan Whitehouse

This publication focuses on local elections and opportunities 
to get involved in issues at the local level, but with a 
new slate of candidates possibly coming to your local 
government, including city hall, what should your county 
Farm Bureau (CFB) do to get to know them? 

It is all about relationships. As simple as this sounds, it works. 
Reach out to the newly elected mayor or alderman/trustee 
and invite them to the Farm Bureau for a discussion with 
members. Give them the opportunity to get to know your 
organization, and allow them to talk about themselves and 
their beliefs. 

Local officials are no different than members of the 
legislature or Congress. They appreciate conversations 
with trade associations and constituents. They look to your 
CFB for insight and opinions when an issue impacts your 
membership and they appreciate support from CFBs when 
they take a position you asked them to take. 

So, how should CFBs decide when to engage on an issue at 
the local level? Here are a few questions CFBs should ask: 

1. Does this involve agriculture or our membership?

2. What does our local policy say? More on that below. 

3. What are the pros and cons of getting involved?

4. Is there a direct impact to our membership?

5.  Is there going to be blowback from our membership?  
Do not let this stop you every time. Sometimes it is 
worth the risk. 

What does your local policy say? Illinois Farm Bureau has a 
well established policy book, but there are local issues on 
which IFB policy is silent. Local issues are decided by the 
CFB, and your organization should consider developing local 
policy. This policy will help determine whether your CFB 
should get involved in an issue. Start by developing policy 
on issues impacting your county. It will grow from there. 

If you decide to get engaged, this is where relationships with 
officials matter. After the work of determining your position 
is done, make sure officials are aware of where your CFB 
stands on the issue. Make the ask. A CFB needs to ask the 
official to vote their side. Talk to the media, tell your side of 
the issue and provide cover to officials voting on your side. 

If your CFB would like to engage on an issue or needs 
guidance on anything within this article, please feel free to 
reach out to Ryan Whitehouse, rwhitehouse@ilfb.org. IFB 
staff is here to help strategize and implement a plan 
of action. 

How Local Elections Work
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Scan the QR code to 
visit our webpage for 
more information.

Source: State of Illinois 2021 Candidate’s Guide 
Issued by the Illinois State Board of Elections

Date Description

January 6 Vote by mail applications now accepted

February 25 Early voting begins, vote by mail ballots mailed

March 9 Regular voter registration ends

March 10 Grace period voter registration and voting begins

March 12 Early voting begins if a primary was held, vote by mail 
ballots mailed

March 21 Online voter registration ends

April 1 Last day for vote by mail applications through mail

April 5 Last day for vote by mail applications in person; Early 
voting ends

April 6 Election Day (6am – 7pm)

ESTABLISHED POLITICAL PARTIES, INDEPENDENT, AND NEW 
POLITICAL PARTY OFFICERS TO BE ELECTED:

Municipal

• Mayor or President

• Clerk

• Treasurer

• Alderman or Trustee

Township

• Supervisor

• Clerk

•  Assessor or Multi-Township 
Assessor

• Highway Commissioner

• Collector (if elected)

• Trustees

NONPARTISAN OFFICERS TO BE ELECTED (General Summary):

•  Municipal – Council-Manager form 
and Commission form

o Mayor or President
o Clerk
o  Treasurer (Council-Manager only)
o  Council Members, 

Commissioners, or Trustees, 
or Aldermen

•  Municipal – City of Chicago (run—
off elections if required)

•  Municipal – Aldermanic (run-off 
elections if required) 

•  Park District – Commissioners and 
Trustees

•  Public Library District – Trustees

•  Township and Municipal Library – 
Trustees

•  Regional Board of School Trustees 
– Trustees

•  School District – Board Members 
and School Directors

•  School District - Special Charter – 
Inspectors and Board Members

•  Township Trustees of Schools 
(Cook County)

•  Community College District – 
Trustees

•  Township Land Commissioners 
(in counties under 220,000 
population)

•  Fire Protection District – Trustees

• Public Water District – Trustees

•  Fox Waterway Management 
Agency – Chairman, Directors: 
2 Directors from Lake County; 1 
Director from McHenry County

•  Forest Preserve District – 
Commissioners

•  Road District – Clerk and 
Commissioners

•  Springfield Metropolitan 
Exposition and Auditorium 
Authority – Commissioners

•  Other special purpose districts 
(see applicable statues)

2021 LOCAL ELECTIONS
Consolidated Election - April 6

How Local Elections Work




