
The next NASS survey on nutrient strategies 
will be released on January 1, 2019, and will 
go to 1,096 farmers in Illinois.

Get Ready to Respond!

NASS Survey 
on nutrient strategies used   
by Illinois Farmers 

2019 

Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy (NLRS) 
USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)

NLRS Background
The Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy 
(NLRS) was developed by the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture, and a multi-stakeholder Policy Working 
Group. The NLRS was finalized July 2015 and aims  
to reduce nitrogen (N) and phosphorus (P) losses  
to waterways to protect water downstream. 

NLRS goals:
• The ultimate goal of the NLRS is to reduce the  

N and P losses to the Gulf of Mexico by 45%

• Interim goals include a 15% reduction in N  
and a 25% reduction in P that leaves Illinois  
by the year 2025

• In addition, there is a goal to reduce nutrient 
losses to inland water bodies including lakes 

The NASS survey results will help  
demonstrate implementation of various 
nutrient reduction BMPs on the land in  
a statistically valid manner over a long  
period of time.

For more information or resources visit 
www.ilfb.org/NLRS 

Illinois farmers are reaching NLRS goals
Illinois farmers have been making tremendous 
strides at implementing voluntarily Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) that make sense 
for their farms, their communities, and the 
environment. These practices include: 

• In field: nitrogen management including 
reducing inputs and changing application times, 
reducing tillage, and planting cover crops 

• Edge of field: woodchip bioreactors, wetlands, 
and saturated buffers 

• Changing crops to perennials or energy crops 
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We are Partners in  
Improving Water Quality
Illinois Farm Bureau has worked very hard to  
educate farmers about the NLRS and practices  
they can use to achieve reductions in nutrient loss. 

• IFB has reached 40,000+ farmers since the 
release of the NLRS to educate and inform

• IFB leadership has committed more than 
$750,000 towards programs to help farmer 
members implement the NLRS 

 1.  Look for your NLRS NASS survey  
      in early January

 2.  Fill it out

 3.  Send it in

Help NASS gather data to show the positive  
work you do on the land, and to document the 
progress made each year as farmers continue to 
improve their farms. 

Together we are making a difference in Illinois  
water quality. 



2016 NLRS NASS  
Survey Results

The 2016 NASS survey 
showed 70% of farmers  
were knowledgable about 
NLRS conservation practices.

The survey showed that between 2011 and 2015: 

• Adoption of the Maximum Return to Nitrogen 
(MRTN) calculator for nitrogen inputs rose 
from 70% to 81%

• Cover cropped acres nearly doubled, with 
123% increase on tile-drained ground and  
a 66% increase on non-tiled ground 

• Farmers plant cover crops for improved soil 
quality, erosion control, nitrogen retention, 
weed pest control, and phosphorus retention 

• There is much more we can do! Total cover 
cropped acres in IL were still less than 5%  
of farmed acres in 2015

Results were shared in the 2017 Biennial Report.

Complete Your  
NLRS NASS Survey!
Look for your 2019 NASS survey form 
in the mail in January. If you receive 
the survey, please take a few minutes 
to complete it. 

Farmers across Illinois are protecting our land  
and water by using voluntary conservation 
practices and nutrient management strategies  
to make a big difference. 

Completing your survey will help provide data 
to accurately reflect the nutrient management 
and conservation practices used by Illinois 
farmers.

Together, we can tell Illinois Agriculture’s 
collective story regarding farmer knowledge 
of the NLRS and the use of practices to reduce 
nutrient losses.
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When it comes to land and soil, 
Illinois farmers are the experts  
and the data sources.

Respond to your  
2019 NASS survey form. 

NLRS NASS Survey 
Background

In summer 2016, USDA National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) 
mailed 1,900 surveys to randomly 
selected Illinois farmers who farm more 
than 100 acres of corn and soybeans. 

The agricultural industry has been focused on 
improving water quality through adoption of 
practices outlined in the NLRS. The results of  
this survey reinforce that farmers continue to  
be stewards of our natural resources and have 
taken seriously the challenges presented to  
them in the NLRS.

This survey was the first attempt to establish a 
baseline of conservation practices and nutrient 
management efforts as well as an opportunity 
for Illinois farmers to tell their collective story 
regarding their use of conservation practices  
and knowledge of the NLRS.

State agencies and stakeholders involved in  
the NLRS measure progress towards our  
nutrient reduction goals in many ways, including 
data from state and federal agencies. The NASS 
survey is the result of a collaboration between 
agencies and farm groups to accurately reflect 
the status of conservation practice adoption  
in Illinois. 


