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Our Mission
To improve county Farm Bureau® influence in local  
government issues and advance county Farm Bureau leaders’ 
awareness, capability, and involvement in local government  
through information and assistance in understanding  
and planning on local government issues.

Call to Action 
We encourage you to share LINK with county Farm Bureau 
leadership and membership. 

We encourage you to share this publication with your local 
officials. This information may be a LINK to their success.

Upcoming Dates & Events

December 3-6:  
IAA® Annual Meeting

January 11-13:  
From Food to Flowers:  
Everything Local Conference 

January 19-20:  
Illinois Association of Drainage  
Districts Conference  

February 14:  
Governmental Affairs  
Leadership Conference (GALC) 
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Contact Our Team

Brenda Matherly

Director of Local 
Government

309-557-3151 
bmatherly@ilfb.org

Ryan Whitehouse
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Government and Political 
Engagement

309-557-2308 
rwhitehouse@ilfb.org

Ryan Tate

Associate Director of 
Local Government

309-557-3274 
rtate@ilfb.org

Jenny Eisenbeis

Administrative 
Assistant

309-557-3207 
jeisenbeis@ilfb.org
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INTRODUCTION 

Allies in Agriculture a New Way of Working with Local Officials

Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) has the role of focusing on 
national and state legislative and regulatory issues with 
help from county Farm Bureaus. But when it comes to local 
government, the roles are reversed. County Farm Bureaus 
and their members are the face of agriculture to local 
elected and appointed officials. To assist in this work, IFB 
introduced a new program in 2022 with a full roll out in 
2023, Allies in Agriculture. 

Allies in Agriculture is a partnership between Farm 
Bureau and county government officials across Illinois. 
IFB is collaborating with county Farm Bureaus to improve 
communication with county officials and help them better 
understand the local significance of agriculture. While many 
of our counties are fully immersed in this effort, there is work 
to be done. 

Agriculture is important in Illinois, generating revenue, 
creating jobs and supporting the economy down to the 
local level. It’s vital to farmers’ success to continuously 
remind local officials of those benefits. Furthermore, it’s 
important for our members to understand the role of county 

government and all the benefits 
it provides to their way of life. 
This program will focus on 
a partnership of mutual 
understanding and 
respect. 

This publication will 
highlight specific actions county 
Farm Bureaus are taking to build 
relationships with these local officials. You 
will read about how agriculture benefits from this, and you 
will hear from county Farm Bureau managers on how they 
are at the table during important policy discussions. We will 
highlight a statewide initiative recognizing agriculture and 
we will show you where you can find information about 
your county’s progress. 

The 2022 election brought new county officials across the 
state. 2023 is an opportunity for our county Farm Bureaus to 
build new partnerships and strengthen old friendships with 
local officials.  

Webpage Details Ag Impact in Each County
Illinois Farm Bureau has dedicated a page on its website to 
the Allies in Agriculture program. On this site, members, 
officials and the general public can view the economic 
impact agriculture contributes to each county within Illinois. 
Using the interactive map, individuals can hover over a 
desired county to bring up statistical data tied to agriculture.  

The map also highlights those counties that 
have passed the Pro-Agriculture Resolution. 
If your county isn’t highlighted, contact 
Ryan Whitehouse to learn how to help them 
become an Ally in Agriculture.  

You can visit this page by scanning the QR code or going to:  
www.ilfb.org/ifb-in-action/allies-in-agriculture

Learn more about the Pro-Agriculture  
Resolution on Page 4.

(Insert picture of website)

http://www.ilfb.org/ifb-in-action/allies-in-agriculture/
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The new year will bring with it new 
opportunities and tools to engage 
county officials.  Make this a resolution 
– A Pro-Agriculture Resolution!

2023 is the first year after redistricting 
and possibly new areas of 
representation for county officials.  Use 
this opportunity to share with them 
the importance of agriculture and 
encourage them to show support for 
the industry.  Agriculture varies across 
the state, but it has a presence in each 
of the 102 Illinois counties.  

Under the Allies in Agriculture 
program, county Farm Bureaus 
are working with county boards 
and commissioners to adopt Pro-
Agriculture Resolutions. These 
proclamations signify that county 
officials understand the importance of 
agriculture and support ag practices.  
The resolutions also reinforce the 
value of our members working in 
good faith with their local officials.

Agriculture generates revenue for the 
county, which helps to fund services 
for all citizens.  It creates jobs and 
generates sales and output, which 
allows for future economic growth 
within the county.  And, agriculture 

feeds people! That is a national 
security issue.  

Making sure local officials understand 
what agriculture means to their county 
and their economy is an important role 
for county Farm Bureaus.  Once our 
members have these conversations 
with their local officials, it becomes 
clear that without agriculture some 
local economies would fall into a 
downward spiral. 

Counties that pass Pro-Agriculture 
Resolutions will be given a plaque they 
can proudly display to demonstrate 

their status as an Ally in Agriculture.  
This is an ongoing process that will 
open the door for more dialogue 
between county Farm Bureaus and 
their county government.  

PRO-AGRICULTURE RESOLUTION

A New Year’s Resolution to Benefit Agriculture

“ The resolutions also 
reinforce the value of 
our members working 
in good faith with 
their local officials.”

McLean County Farm Bureau Vice President, Brian Dirks (center, right) presents 
the Allies in Agriculture plaque to McLean County Board Chairman John McIntyre 
Tuesday, November 15 along with members of the McLean County Farm Bureau 
board. (Photo by Anna Ziegler)
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LOCAL UPDATES

Counties That Have Passed Pro-Agriculture Resolutions

TIMELINE

November 8, 2022 – Election 

December 5, 2022 – New county 
board members and commissioners 
are seated 

December 2022 – County Farm 
Bureaus begin discussions with 
local officials on the importance of 
agriculture to their county 

March 2023 – In celebration of 
National Ag Month, county Farm 
Bureaus present Pro-Agriculture 
Resolutions for adoption within 
their county government  
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• Bureau
• Carroll
• Clark
• DeKalb
• Edwards
• Effingham
• Henry

• Jasper
• Livingston
• McLean
• Montgomery
• Wabash
• Wayne
• White 
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RReessoolluuttiioonn  ##    
WWhhiittee  CCoouunnttyy,,  IIlllliinnooiiss  

AA  RREESSOOLLUUTTIIOONN  OOFF  SSUUPPPPOORRTT  FFOORR  IILLLLIINNOOIISS  AANNDD  WWHHIITTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  AAGGRRIICCUULLTTUURREE  

WHEREAS, Illinois is home to more than 71,000 farms, 96% of which are family-owned and a third of which 
include livestock; and 

WHEREAS, White County accounts for 496 of those farms; and 

WHEREAS, agriculture supports 1,015 jobs which accounts for an estimated 13 percent of total jobs in the 
county; and 

WHEREAS, agriculture and related industries generate total sales or output estimated at $203.5 million; and 

WHEREAS, farm property provides 33.2 percent of taxable value, which provides services to residents; and 

WHEREAS, Illinois farmers support the food security of our citizens; the international pandemic displayed the 
importance of American food systems, processing, and supply chain weaknesses; and 

WHEREAS, new livestock development accounts for additional jobs creating additional economic growth 
within the county; and 

WHEREAS, farmers are dedicated to caring for their animals in ways that also benefit the land; using tools and 
technology to better manage soil nutrients, water runoff and air quality on the farm, farmers are using fewer 
natural resources and reducing their carbon footprint while producing more food; and 

WHEREAS, farmland is a finite resource that is vital to agriculture, food production, and the economic well-
being of our county; and 

WHEREAS, farmers in Illinois face multiple layers of regulation involving state and federal agencies providing 
a comprehensive, robust regulatory program for all farms including those raising livestock; and 

WHEREAS, data and information from state regulatory agencies demonstrates environmental issues from 
agriculture are an extremely rare occurrence; and 

WHEREAS, the county recognizes the value agriculture contributes to our county and the rural way of life is 
the backbone of our country; efforts should be made to accommodate future success of the rural community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the White County Board acknowledges and supports agriculture within our county; the 
jobs created, taxes generated, technologies embraced, and environmental practices implemented by farmers 
makes agriculture a valuable industry within our county. 

LET IT BE RESOLVED, the County of White elected board and county staff will work to support and promote 
the development of agriculture for the benefit of our county and all its residents. 

Passed by the White County, Illinois Board on ________ day of ____________ 2022. 

2022 WHITE COUNTY PRO AG RESOLUTION
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Fostering relationships with local elected 
officials helps establish county Farm Bureaus 
as a resource for agricultural knowledge. 

When the Fulton County Board has questions on how a new 
ordinance will affect the county’s agricultural community, its 
members know who to call.

If the Edgar County Board wants a farming perspective on 
wind or solar farms, there’s someone in the room to turn to. 

And, when the Henry County Board is making important 
decisions, there’s a farmer member on the dais.

County Farm Bureau managers are often viewed as 
the face of the agricultural community, and when they 
routinely engage with their local officials, they can better 
serve their members. Attending county board meetings, 
serving on committees and showing their appreciation for 
their government leaders opens a line of communication 
between Farm Bureau and local governing bodies.

The result is the opportunity for the county Farm Bureaus 
to serve as a resource of agricultural knowledge when local 
decisions are being made that affect farmers and county 
residents. 

Elaine Stone

“When we have a seat at the table, it 
allows us to not only represent our 
farmers in Fulton County, but our rural 
residents,” said Elaine Stone, Fulton 
County Farm Bureau manager. “We want 
county government leadership to know 
that Farm Bureau is involved, and that 
we care about our county issues before 
something controversial comes up. 

“We need a seat at the table when all topics are discussed so 
we are acknowledged as a partner by those who are guiding 
our county government.”

How county Farm Bureau managers and members 
engage with local elected officials differs, depending on 
communication style and needs. 

For Stone, who has served as Fulton County Farm Bureau 
manager for more than 30 years, the Farm Bureau 
relationship with county officials spans decades. Early in 
her career, Stone and other Fulton County Farm Bureau 
members developed a strong relationship with county 
elected officials through Farm Bureau involvement in the 
creation of an agriculture conservation area. 

Several Fulton County Farm Bureau Board members 
have gone on to serve on the county board and other 
committees, such as the Fulton County Emergency Medical 
Association Ambulance Board. Most recently, the Farm 
Bureau has retained a seat on the Spoon River Partnership 
for Economic Development, which is aimed at attracting 
new businesses and industries to the Fulton County area.

Edgar County Farm Bureau Manager Wyatt Williamson has 
taken a new approach to engaging local elected officials.

Williamson, who has served as a Farm Bureau manager 
for five years, started an appreciation dinner for county 
government officials, including representatives from the 
county board, the county supervisor of assessments, 
treasurer and other offices. It is also an opportunity for Edgar 
County Farm Bureau members to meet with their local 
officials and put a name with a face.

Wyatt Williamson

“Sometimes it’s a hard job to have, and 
you don’t get much praise for it,” 
Williamson said of the county officials. 
“The decisions that happen at the local 
level are the ones that affect county 
residents’ lives day in and day out. These 
are the people that you see at the 
grocery store or out to eat, but at the 
same time, they’re making decisions 
regarding taxes, zoning and other things 

that can affect your daily lives. 

“It’s important that you as the county Farm Bureau manager 
have a relationship with them.”

County Farm Bureaus across the state are seeking 
county government support through the adoption of a 
Pro-Agriculture Resolution. Henry County Farm Bureau 
recently worked with its local county board to pass its own 
resolution, demonstrating the value in fostering a strong 
working relationship with local elected officials.

Katie Laleman

“We have always taken a lot of pride in 
the fact that we have a good relationship 
with our elected officials at all levels of 
local government,” said Katie Laleman, 
Henry County Farm Bureau manager. 
“We have always taken an active role 
with them; we want Farm Bureau to be 
visible to them and serve as a source of 
information when local issues arise.”  

See A Seat at the Table, Page  8

TAKE ACTION

Securing a Seat at the Table
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Laleman, who has been with Henry County Farm Bureau 
for more than 22 years, regularly attends county board 
meetings to stay informed on what’s happening in the 
community. The meetings allow her to take a proactive role 
when responding to members’ questions or concerns. In 
addition to attending meetings, Laleman keeps in touch 
with the county clerk, who provides information for the 
Henry County Farm Bureau newsletter about upcoming 
elections and other services offered through the office. 

“I would definitely encourage new county Farm Bureau 
managers to reach out to their local elected officials, even if 
it’s as simple as going to the county courthouse to introduce 
themselves,” said Laleman. “I think it’s very important for 
our local government to see Farm Bureau and see us being 
active, engaged, wanting to be a participant with them to 
help inform our members, and just being there as a resource 
whenever issues arise.”

By Bobbi Rairden 

The Illinois Association of County 
Officials (IACO) is a statewide 
organization of affiliate county official 
groups. We promote responsible 
public policy, ethical service and high 
standards of performance. We provide 
two conferences a year to promote 
education and training for all of our 
members. 

The mission statement of IACO 
includes the phrase “improving the 
quality of county government through 
education.” When our IACO board sat 
down with Brenda Matherly and Ryan 
Whitehouse from Illinois Farm Bureau 
to discuss our separate goals, we soon 
realized our goals are very similar.

Good government is smart 
government. Good government is 
informed people willing to work to 
educate themselves and those they 
work with and for. In that vein, the 
Farm Bureau has teamed up with IACO 
and has been providing information 
and resources to our membership. 
They are not selling anything but 
rather feel as we do that information is 
key. We are very excited to be working 
with them and see a very bright future 
for all of us. We are currently exploring 
ways to expand our collaboration. 

It is so important that government 
is functional and productive at the 
local level. We are the ones who have 
the most face-to-face contact with 

residents. We are the faces they look 
for. We are the ones who are accessible 
to them. It is important that we have 
the knowledge they are looking for or 
can point them to those who can help. 
Local Farm Bureau offices function 
similarly. Your members know and 
trust you.  They know you have 
their best interests at heart. Illinois 
is an agriculture state. Agriculture 
is the heart and soul of many of our 
counties. As the treasurer, I know that 
holds true for Douglas County. 

IACO and Farm Bureau are also similar 
in that the politics of our members do 
not come into play. I cannot tell you 
the politics of most of our members. It 
does not matter. We are all doing jobs 
that require we focus on individual 
people and their issues or concerns. 
I have no idea of the politics of the 
people who come into my office. That 
they are a county resident is all I need 
to know. Good policy and educated 
people, regardless of politics, get the 
job done. 

I live in Douglas County. I live amongst 
the black dirt. I am married to a farmer. 
He has been a Farm Bureau member 
for decades. We order peaches from 
the local Farm Bureau. My cousin is 
the current president of the Douglas 
County Farm Bureau. My husband 
has a weekly breakfast that includes 
a state board director. I see the local 

Farm Bureau manager at the post 
office. The local Farm Bureau is part of 
the fabric of the county it serves. 

Counties thrive when there is 
collaboration. Local government 
officials and the Farm Bureau make a 
great team. We are all in this together, 
and together, we all win. Reach out 
to your local officials and your county 
Farm Bureau representatives. We are 
all here to help our members and each 
other.

Douglas County Treasurer Bobbi Rairden 
serves as IACO president.

OPINION 

Serving Member Needs Through Partnerships

A Seat at the Table, Continued from Page  7

Pictured: Bobbi Rairden


